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Notes: 
 

• Some of the original documents are hard to read and the transcripts are as accurate 
as possible. 

• Especially in the earlier articles, grammar and spelling is ‘different’ to that normally 
accepted today. All transcripts are copies of the originals including these differences. 

• Within some of the articles, there is content that is not relevant to Winfarthing. 
Where it is possible to omit this from the transcription without losing relevance, in its 
place will be shown ‘…..’. 

• Comments and notes associated with an article is the work of individual researchers. 
No guarantee as to its accuracy can be given but it is checked as carefully as possible. 

• If anyone finds errors within this document we will be pleased to receive them and 
update the original 

• Any additional information on the articles you are willing to share, we will gladly 
include them in this booklet. 

• Please contact the author by email to np781@btinternet.com. 
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Introduction 
 
Some academics think the Romans were the first to have a ‘newspaper’ – the Acta Diurna, 
or daily doings, in 59 BC. No copies of this paper have survived, but it is widely believed to 
have listed events, assemblies, births, deaths, and daily gossip. 
 
The Oxford Gazette was established as a government ‘newsbook’ in 1665, and was 
succeeded by the London Gazette in 1666. Its format as a single sheet, printed on both 
sides, now described as the first English newspaper. 
 
Since about 1706, there are thought to have been at least 40 newspapers published in 
Norfolk, many based around Norwich and other towns. There are still some going today 
but nowhere like the number there had been. Add to this the newspapers from Suffolk, 
making newspapers significant sources of information. Old newspapers are sometimes 
the only easily accessible resources to show what was happening in our towns and 
villages. 
 
For genealogists they provide a significant source of information on the social events 
taking place, and some of the more anti-social ones too! They include names of people 
and events in their lives. Births, marriages and deaths are often given for the more 
notable, whilst court proceedings name the less social (if guilty) people. Along with the 
main subject of the article there are often listed others, family members, etc., so 
expanding the knowledge we can glean from them. 
 
 
 
The transcripts below are listed in date order, starting with the earliest. 
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1851 : Sale of timber 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Wednesday, 16 Apr 1851, Page 3 

 
TO SHIP BUILDERS, TIMBER MERCHANTS, AND OTHERS. 

HIGHLY IMPORTANT AND VERY EXTENSIVE 
SALE OF TIMBER, 

ON THE QUIDENHAM ESTATE, 
IN THE PARISHES OF 

QUIDENHAM AND WINFARTHING. 
GEORGE W. SALTER 

Respectfully announces that he is honoured with instructions from the 
THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF ALBEMARLE, 

To Submit to Public Competition, 
(Without the slightest reserve,) 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, April 22d and 23d, 1851. 
 

720 SPLENDID OAK TIMBERS & POLLARDS 
85 Capital Ash Timbers 
12 First-rate Beech (several measuring from 3 to 4 loads) 
21 Capital Walnut Trees 
74 Horse and Spanish Chesnut Timbers 
75 Hornbeam and Sycamore Timbers 
16 Elm and Alder Timbers 
110 Ash, Beech, and, other Stands, and a large quantity of Wrongs and Faggot Wood 
   N.B. George W . Salter respectfully solicits the attention of Government Contractors, Ship 
Builders, Timber Merchants, Cabinet Makers, and the Public in general, to this highly 
important and very extensive Sale of Timber. - The greater portion of the Trees are of long 
lengths (from 45 to 50 feet), and of large dimensions, remarkably fine, and of superior 
quality, grown on high land, and most conveniently situated for removal, either by excellent 
Roads or by Railway; altogether presenting an opportunity to the Trade that seldom occurs. 
   The Oak Trees will be sold with top, lop, and bark as standing, and to be felled at the 
purchaser's expense The residue of the timber is felled. 
   The Lots are now legibly marked with Red Paint, and can be viewed any day prior to the 
sale, on application to Henry Mallett, the Estate Carpenter, Quidenham, or to the 
Auctioneer, at his Offices, Attleborough. 
   If required, three months' credit will be given on approved security. 
The First Day's Sale will commence punctually at Ten o'clock in Wading Pit Field adjoining 
the high road leading from Kenninghall to Harling. 
   Second Day's Sale will commence at Ten o'clock, in First Stable Field adjoining Mr. John 
Taylor's House. 
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   Conveyances will be arranged on the first day to drive parties from the Eccles Station, after 
the arrival of the Morning Trains, to the Sale and back to the Station that Evening. 
   Catalogues may be had at the Auctioneer's Offices, Attleborough, and posted free on 
application. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1851 – Death of Thomas Groome. 
The Norfolk News, Saturday, 26 Apr 1851, page 3 

 
DEATHS. 

GROOME – On Friday, April 18th, at Winfarthing, after a severe affliction, aged 55 years, Mr. 
Thomas Groome, of Boyland Hall, Great Finborough, Suffolk. 
 

Comments: 
• Thomas married Mary Hunt on 20 Dec 1838 in Norwich. 
• 1851 Census: Thomas Groome, head, married, 54, born Finborough, of independent 
means, living with wife Mary and sister-in-law Elizabeth Hunt. 
• Death registered: 1851 Quarter 2 Guiltcross Norfolk Volume 13 Page 125 

 

1851 – Sale of wheelwright’s shop 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Wednesday, 21 May 1851, Page 3 

 
WJNFARTH1NG. 

TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION. 
By ELLIOTT and SONS. 

   At the Fighting Cocks Inn, Winfarthing, on Thursday, the 12th day of June next, at Six 
o'clock in the Evening, by direction of the Executor of the late Mr THOMAS DRIVER, 
deceased; 
   A DOUBLE TILED TENEMENT, WITH WHEELWRIGHT'S SHOP, TIMBER YARD, and IR. 15P., or 
thereabouts, of exceedingly productive GARDEN GROUND, well planted with thriving young 
Fruit Trees, situate near the Church, at Winfarthing, in the occupation of Robert Driver and 
Mrs. Driver. 

Copyhold of the Manor of Winfarthing. 
Annual Land Tax... 3s. 11d 

Quit Rent ………….. 
   For further particulars apply to Mr. Muskett, Solicitor, Diss, Norfolk; Mr. John Snelling, 
Farmer, Wortham, Suffolk; or the Auctioneers, Thelton, Norfolk. 
 

Comments: 
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• 1851 Census: Thomas Driver, head, widower, aged 50 years, born in Wretton, scavenger, 
living with sons Thomas, John and George, and Mary Ann Johnson, servant. 

 

1852 – Murder at Thrandeston 
The Ipswich Journal, Saturday, 27 Mar 1852,·Page 2 

 
SUFFOLK LENT ASSIZES. 

   At three o’clock on Saturday last Lord Chief Justice Campbell arrived at Bury St. Edmund’s 
by the train from Norwich. From the station his lordship was escorted to the court house by 
the usual retinue of the High Sheriff, J. H . Lloyd Anstruther, Esq., when the Commission was 
opened in the customary manner. Mr. Justice Crompton had not sufficiently recovered to be 
able to attend the circuit. Mr. Sergeant Adams, who had officiated at Norwich, therefore 
continued to discharge the duties which the learned Judge was unable to fulfil. On Sunday 
the Judges attended Divine service at the church of St. Mary, which was inconveniently filled 
in every part, in consequence of St. James’ church being closed. An excellent sermon was 
preached by the High Sheriff’s chaplain, the Rev. W. H. Deane, rector of Hintlesham. 

Wednesday, March 24. 
   The Court was opened this morning precisely at nine o’clock. Though it was known that 
one of the more serious cases would be taken, yet there was no peculiar excitement. 
 

MURDER AT THRANDESTON. 
   John Mickleburgh, 41, was charged with the murder of Mary Baker, at Thrandeston. 
   The prisoner ascended the flight of steps and took his station in the dock with an elastic 
step. He was dressed in a brown frock coat, and appearing perfectly collected in his 
demeanour, pleaded “Not Guilty” in a firm tone of voice. In health he appeared to be 
considerably better than when examined in July last before the Magistrates. 
   Mr. Dasent and Mr. Bulwer appeared for the prosecution; Mr. Prendergast, Q.C., and Mr. 
Palmer defended the prisoner. 
   Mr. Dasent stated the case. They were about to take into consideration one of the most 
serious cases which could fall to the lot of a jury to investigate. They would consider it, he 
was assured, with every desire to do justice to the public and the prisoner at the bar. He 
need not enlarge upon the magnitude of the offence further than to say that they would 
require very clear and satisfactory evidence that the prisoner committed the act from which 
the death of the deceased arose. He thought upon this point they would have very little 
doubt indeed. The circumstances under which the charge arose were very clear, and short, 
and simple, and unless his learned friends could answer the facts, he was afraid it would be 
their duty to say that the deceased came by her death at the hands of the prisoner, and 
consequently that he was guilty of the charge. After stating that the deceased had been 
servant to the prisoner, who was a married man, with family, and detailing the facts, the 
learned Counsel called. 
   William Bootman, examined by Mr. Bulwer. He said, I knew the deceased. On the 31st July, 
she was in the service of the prisoner. I was keeping company with her at that time, as her 
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sweetheart. The prisoner is a farmer, and lived at Thrandeston, in Suffolk. He is a married 
man, and his house stands in the village. He has three children to the best of my knowledge. 
Thrandeston fair was held on the 31st July last, on a Thursday. I met the deceased Mary 
Baker in the fair. She was dairymaid, and did the household work of the prisoner, she was 
the only maid-servant in the house, The prisoner occupied between 40 and 50 acres. I met 
Mary Baker in the fair between 2 and 3 o'clock in the afternoon. I went with her to 
Eastaugh’s booth, where refreshments were sold. Whilst we were there, the prisoner, with 
John French and Clara French his wife, and sister to Mary Baker, came in. They all came in 
together. I had previously seen the prisoner in the fair, about 100 yards from the booth. I 
spoke to him before I entered the booth. He asked us to go and have something to drink, 
and invited Mary Baker and the whole of the party in. Whilst in the booth the prisoner 
ordered half a pint of wine, and I drank once with him. I ordered a glass of brandy-and-
water on my own account, and I took part of it with my friends. I did not ask the prisoner to 
drink. We all remained in the booth about half an hour. I went into the booth about a 
quarter of an hour after I met the prisoner. 
   By the Judge : I sat in the booth with Mary Baker, and we were on friendly terms with each 
other. 
   By Mr. Bulwer : That afternoon we went to Barrett’s bough-house, a cottage for the sale of 
beer. 
   By the Judge ; I and Mary Baker left the booth together. 
    By Mr. Bulwer : We went into the kitchen at Barrett’s. Adjoining the kitchen there is a 
small back-house, communicating with the kitchen by a door. As you enter the kitchen from 
the fair, the back-house door faces you on your left hand. A clock stood in the corner by the 
back-house door. There was a form or chairs between that door and the clock. I and Mary 
Baker went and sat next the clock, she sitting nearest the door. We had not been there 
more than a few minutes before the two French’s came in. John French sat on the end of 
the table, between the clock and the window, the table being on the left hand as you enter 
the room. I did not see the prisoner come in. In about 20 minutes after the French’s came 
in, my attention was drawn to Mary Baker. She cried out, “I'm dead - I'm dead!” I then saw 
the prisoner. He stood before her with an open knife in his hand. He was about half-a-yard 
from the deceased. I assisted Mary Baker into the back-house, and then upstairs. 
   Cross-examined by Mr. Prendergast : I saw the prisoner pay for two half-pints of wine. 
   By the Judge : He had ordered two half-pints. 
   By Mr. Prendergast : The whole party pertook of the wine, including Mary Baker. A friend 
or two, who sat by, also partook of the brandy-and-water. 
   By the Judge : The prisoner had no part of it, but Mary Baker drank a portion. 
   John French examined by Mr. Dasent : I knew Mary Baker. I married her sister. I live in Diss, 
within three miles of Thrandeston. Mary Baker had been in the prisoner’s service a year. She 
then left, and remained away a year. She then went back at Michaelmas,1850, and 
remained there until her death. I was at the prisoner’s house only once, but Mary Baker did 
not live there at the time. I know William Bootman. I know that he was courting Mary Baker, 
and had been doing so half-a-year. I remember going to the last Thrandeston fair, where I 
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was joined by my wife. The fair is held upon a green in the village. On one side a road leads 
from Mellis, and meets another on the side of the green leading to Palgrave. The road also 
leads to Barrett’s bough-house. The fair is held chiefly in booths on each side of these roads. 
I knew Eastaugh’s booth at the fair. This was about a quarter of a mile from Barrett’s bough-
house. I ,remember meeting Mary Baker at the fair. She was with her sister, my wife. This 
was about 4 or 5 o’clock. After that, I saw Bootman, and my wife, and Mary Baker. I first saw 
the prisoner in Eastaugh’s booth in the fair. My wife and Mary Baker went to show me 
where the prisoner was, and Bootman was with me then. We were all in the booth near 7 
o’clock. We had something to drink. 
   By the Judge : We had but very little conversation with the prisoner, but we were all 
friendly together. I did not observe that the prisoner had any conversation with Mary Baker. 
They did not sit down. 
   By Mr. Dasent : Mary Baker, my wife, and Bootman, left me and the prisoner together in 
the booth. My wife, after being absent a quarter of an hour, came back to me, and then my 
wife, myself, and Mickleburgh were in the booth together, and we staid there half an hour. 
We then went into the fair again. Mickleburgh left me and my wife there. He said he wanted 
to speak to my wife. I stepped forward, but I did not hear what took place. My wife then 
came up to me again. After she joined me, we both went to Barrett’s house, and 
Mickleburgh turned back into the fair. When Bootman and Mary Baker left Eastaugh’s 
booth, we knew where they were going. My wife told me, in Mickleburgh’s hearing, that 
they were going to Barrett’s house. Mickleburgh and I were sitting together at the time. 
After this I went to Barrett’s. I found Bootman and Mary Baker there, sitting between the 
clock and the back door. I and my wife, went near the clock, my wife sat down by the side of 
Mary Baker. I sat on a small table in front, and on the same side near the clock. I did not see 
the prisoner come in. The room was full of people. I had been there perhaps twenty 
minutes, or half an hour when I heard a shriek from my wife and Mary Baker. Upon hearing 
this, I turned my head, and saw Mickleburgh standing up with a knife in his hand. He was 
near the clock. The knife was open. I got off the table, and caught hold of his arms behind. 
Barrett came up and laid hold of him too, and we fell to the ground. We were all three 
down, and the knife was taken from the prisoner by Borrett. He was then placed upon a 
seat where he was kept until the arrival of a policeman. Whilst this was going on, Mary 
Baker was taken into a back room, and thence up stairs. Whilst I had hold of Mickleburgh, I 
said, “Mickleburgh, whatever do you mean by what you have done?” He said, “I meant to 
do it, I went and bought the knife on purpose.” Shortly after this, a police constable came. 
   By the Judge : He said to the policeman “You may take me, and do what you like with me, I 
have done what I intended to do, and I hope I have done it effectually.” 
   Cross-examined by Mr. Prendergast : Mary Baker and my wife took me to Eastaugh’s booth 
Bootman was with Mary Baker at the time. We all had a little wine together. I had one glass. 
   Clara French, examined by Mr. Bulwer : I am wife of the last witness. Mary Baker was my 
sister. On the 31st July last, I went to Thrandeston fair. I went to Mickleburgh’s for my sister. 
   By the Judge : Mickleburgh’s house was about half a mile from the fair. 
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   By Mr. Bulwer: I left Mickleburgh’s house with my sister about half past three to go to the 
fair. I met Bootman there, about half an hour afterwards. In the course of five minutes we 
met the prisoner near Eastaugh’s booth. The prisoner asked my sister what time she was to 
get home. She replied, “at half-past nine.” He told me to tell her to get home at nine. He 
said he wanted to see her in the meadow, and desired me to tell her that. I told her of it a 
few minutes afterwards. I had no more conversation with Mickleburgh before I went into 
the booth. He walked in with us. He did not ask us to go in. We all went in together, and we 
sat down to have something to drink. Mickleburgh ordered brandy-and-water, and two half-
pints of wine. He offered some wine to Mary Baker, and she drank. He seemed no ways 
different to her in manner than to me. 
   By the Judge : He seemed friendly to her and to me. 
   By Mr. Bulwer : After drinking the wine, Bootman, myself, and my sister, left the booth 
together and walked about in the fair. After some time, I met Bootman and my husband, 
and they went back to the booth. Mary Baker kept with me, and we went back to the booth 
some time afterwards, to see after Bootman and my husband. When we entered the booth , 
Mickleburgh was there. I did not stop. Mary Baker and Bootman came out too. Mickleburgh 
and my husband remained for a little time, and we waited outside. I did not tell my husband 
where I was going. My husband and Mickleburgh joined us outside. Bootman and Mary 
Baker had then gone to Barrett's house. My husband, myself, and Mickleburgh then walked 
out in the fair in the direction of Barrett’s. My husband knew where we were to go. 
   By the Judge : I do not think it was ever stated in Mickleburgh’s hearing that we were all to 
meet at Barrett’s house. 
   By Mr. Bulwer : Mickleburgh went with me until I got off the fair green. Here he said, 
“Mor, I'll be revenged.” When he said this, he went back to the fair, and I and my husband 
went on to Barrett’s. We found Mary Baker and Bootman there. I sat just by the back-house 
door, close by mv sister. I was nearest to the door, until I got up and spoke to my husband. In 
about twenty minutes, my attention was attracted to my sister. I saw Mickleburgh take his 
hand from her side. He had a knife open in it. I heard my sister shriek out. I cannot recollect 
any more, I was so scared. 
   Cross-examined by Mr. Prendergast: We met the prisoner in the fair, and then there was 
this talk - when he asked the question where Mary Baker was to be found. The prisoner, 
Bootman, my sister, and myself were in the booth at the time. 
   By the Judge : It was then that the prisoner spoke about the meadow. My sister heard 
what he said about that, but Bootman did not, though he was in the booth at the time. He 
was then talking with some one else. 
   By Mr. Prendergast : Then I, and Bootman, and my sister, left the booth. I then met my 
husband. Bootman and my husband went back to the prisoner at Eastaugh’s booth, but I did 
not go with them. The wine was had when we were in the booth the first time. 
   Charles Barrett, examined by Mr. Dasent : I kept a bough-house at Thrandeston fair, on the 
31st July last. Whilst I was putting a horse into a cart in front of my house in the evening, I 
heard a shrieking in-doors. It was sometime between seven and eight. I went into the 
kitchen. It was full of company, and there was much confusion. I heard some one shriek 
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“Take the knife away from him! take the knife away from him!” John French had hold of the 
prisoner. I caught hold of Mickleburgh and French, and Mickleburgh and I fell down. I then 
saw a knife in Mickleburgh’s hand. It was open, and I took it from him, and shutting it, put it 
into my pocket, and afterwards gave it to a policeman. 
   Mr. Prendergast : Did you consider that the prisoner was intoxicated? Witness : He did not 
appear to be much so. 
   John Sillett, examined by Mr. Bulwer : I was on duty at Thrandeston fair on the 31st July 
last. About 8 o’clock in the evening I was called into Barrett’s house. Barrett gave me a knife 
which I now produce. I saw the prisoner. He was in custody of policeman Baker. I fetched 
Mr. Miller, the surgeon, who was in the village, and I then went back to the prisoner. He 
said, “I wish my arm had been a little stronger, and l would have given her four inches more 
of it.” I then cautioned him that if he said any thing to criminate himself, I should use it as 
evidence against him. He then said, “I have done what I intended to do.” I left him for a 
short time. Upon my return to him, I heard him say, [a gross phrase, importing - I do all I can 
to satisfy her desires, and if she will seek a low fellow] “I must give her cold steel. I will be 
revenged.” 
   Mr. Prendergast : Did not he appear to be so much the worse for liquor? Witness : He did. 
   Mr. Dasent : Did he appear to you to know what he was about? Witness : Yes. 
   The Judge : Why do you say he appeared to be much the worse for liquor - how do you 
form that judgment? Witness : From his general conduct, my lord, during the time I was 
with him; his conduct was like that of a drunken man. 
   John Baker, examined by Mr. Dasent : I am a policeman stationed at Mendlesham. I was 
called into Barrett’s a few minutes before eight. I found Mickleburgh there, and I took him 
into my custody from the witness French, who had charge of him. He was sitting quietly on 
a settle by the side of French. I told him he was charged with having stabbed a young 
woman, and that I should take him into custody. He said, “You may take me, and do what 
you please with me. I have done what I intended to do, and I hope I have done it to 
affection.” He was very much excited, and certainly the worse for liquor. Almost 
immediately afterwards he said, “I wish my arm had been a little stronger, and I would have 
given her 3 or 4 inches more of it.” Mr. French, a magistrate, was sent for. After this, the 
prisoner said, “I have always done what I liked with her, ever since she has been living at 
mine; [a very gross allusion followed] and I mean it for revenge.” When Sillett came in, he 
said, “Ha, Sillett boy, you may take me, and do what you please with me,” and repeated the 
expression about his wish as to the strength of his arm. In the course of the night I had 
charge of him in the station-house. He said, “I went to a stall in the fair, and purchased the 
knife. I gave two shillings for it. When I went into Charles Barrett’s Mary Baker was sitting 
there. She said, “Ha, Master, here am I.’ I said, ‘Ha, Mor, you shan't be long before you have 
this piece of steel.’ I afterwards went into the backhouse, and opened the knife, and when it 
was opened, it was like a dagger. If she gets well, and doesn't come to my proposals I have 
got the best brace of pistols the world can produce.” He then stated, “On Wednesday my 
wife went to Diss, and Mary Baker slept with me at night.”When he said he went into the 
backhouse, and that the knife looked like a dagger, he added, “I hope she will die.” On the 
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following morning his wife came to see him. I heard him say to her, “You have suspected me 
before now you know all about it; if you had died a year or two ago this would not have 
occurred.” When I first took him into custody, I searched him, and found a small pocket knife 
on his person. Upon this, he said, “You've got my knife?” I said, “Yes!” He said, “That’s not 
the knife I did it with - that was not long enough for her.” When this conversation took 
place, he was in the same state as he had been all the evening. I was with him the whole 
night. He appeared to be the same as when I first took him. His wife came in the morning at 
six o’clock. 
   Mr. Prendergast : He appeared in the same state, excited and the worse for drink, as you 
supposed? Witness : Yes. 
   William Sayer, examined by Mr. Bulwer : I am a hawker, and was at Thrandeston fair with 
my stall on the 31st July last. I had only one knife of the sort now produced for sale that day. 
There might have been other stalls at which such knives were sold, but I don't know that 
there were. I sold a knife of this description in the evening between 7 and 8 o’clock. I don’t 
know to whom I sold it, but the price was two shillings. I sold it to a man. I cannot say 
whether the prisoner was the person. The man tendered half-a-crown, and I gave him 
sixpence back. 
   Mr. W. W. Miller, examined by Mr. Dasent : I am a surgeon, residing at Eye. I was at 
Thrandeston on the fair night, on the 31st July last. I was called in to see a woman who had 
been stabbed at Barrett's house. I found her up-stairs, lying on a bed. I did not observe any 
blood upon her external clothes, but in assisting to undress her I found some blood upon 
her shift. I found a small wound on the lower part of the left side of the chest. It was about 
half-an-inch in length. This was in the evening, at 8 o’clock. She died next day about 4 
o’clock in the afternoon. On the following Monday I made a post-mortem examination. Mr. 
Cuthbert, of Mendlesham, and Mr. Head, of Stradhroke, assisted. I examined the wound, 
and found it penetrated the lower part of the left side of the chest between the eighth and 
ninth ribs. It passed through the diaphragm into the cavity of the body. It passed through 
the spleen. There was a great effusion of blood. There was also blood between the folds of 
the mesentery. The wound was between four and five inches in depth. The wound might 
have been produced by such an instrument as this knife. The wound was the cause of 
death. 
   Elizabeth French, examined by Mr. Bulwer. I knew Mary Baker. I was at Barrett’s house on 
the night of Thrandeston fair. I assisted Mary Baker, after she was wounded, up-stairs. I was 
present when Mr. Miller, surgeon, attended. I was with her until her death. I saw the wound, 
and Mary Baker was the person who died. 
   This was the case for the prosecution. During the foregoing proceedings, the prisoner 
remained perfectly firm and composed. The Jury retired for a few minutes during which the 
prisoner was accommodated with a seat in a corner of the dock. He looked around the 
Court occasionally, as if endeavouring to recognise some person amongst the audience. 
   Mr. Prendergast addressed the Jury on behalf of the prisoner : The Jury had certainly 
heard, on the part of the prosecution, a most melancholy and dreadful narration, and he 
had endeavoured, in the course of the case, not to aggravate the horrors of it, or the 
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sufferings of the persons who had appeared before them as witnesses, by putting any 
questions which appeared unnecessary, for the details of the story as regards the proof of 
the act committed by the prisoner appeared pretty clear. With regard to some 
circumstances preceding the occurrence, there were little differences in the evidence, but 
nothing that was material, and that could not be easily accounted for by those who knew 
the proceedings at a country fair, and also by the circumstances that so horrible a matter 
occurring would have a tendency to shake the recollection of witnesses, and prevent its 
being so accurate as it otherwise would be. The defence for the prisoner would be one 
rather arising out of those facts, and depending upon them. The defence was, that the act 
itself was one of a series, which would go to establish that the prisoner was a person who, 
by the hand of God, had been placed under such circumstances as not to be responsible for 
his conduct. A defence of this kind would be listened to at first, no doubt, with great 
distrust; it was hardly possible for a jury, who had heard the frightful narration of the death 
of this unfortunate person, hurried into eternity without any fault of hers, not to be 
actuated by a desire to do justice on the party who had actually wrought so foul a crime. 
But it was frequently necessary that a Jury should endeavour to get rid of and restrain such 
a feeling as much as possible, and to ascertain whether there might not be a milder way of 
looking at the act, so as to reconcile it with the innocence of the party accused. If it were 
possible for the Jury to come to the conclusion that, although the prisoner committed the 
act, the state of his mind was such that he was not answerable for his conduct, that would 
be a conclusion favourable to human nature, and one which ought to be courted, rather 
than avoided. Therefore, on the part of the prisoner, he respectfully requested a hearing for 
the defence about to be made for him; and he believed he should be able to establish, 
beyond all doubt, that the prisoner was at the time in such a state as not to be responsible 
for his conduct. They were aware that, in former times, in this and other countries in 
Europe, very many persons had been convicted, who had committed the particular act with 
which they were charges, but numbers of whom had been sacrificed, not to justice, but to 
cruelty and revenge under the guise of justice. They were persons who had been deprived 
of reason, and who were therefore not responsible to God or to man; they were sometimes 
put to the most exquisite tortures and deprived of liberty and life under the most horrible 
circumstances, while at the same time it was well known that they were utterly incapable in 
morals and in law of committing the offence, not being responsible. They would remember 
what took, place some years ago in a neighbouring country, where a person, by whose hand 
one of the first monarchs in Europe fell, was no doubt guilty of the act; but how frightful it 
was to read the horrible details of his suffering - how horrible to reflect that It was proved 
before the Judges who tried him that he had not his reason, and from the lapse of it was 
incapable of being guilty of the crime; but, instead of being acquitted on that ground, he 
suffered a dreadful death by tortures indescribable. With regard to a defence on the ground 
of want of reason, it was one which, if established, was one of the strongest kind and of the 
best description, shewing that a party did not commit the crime, being In such a capacity 
that he could not do so. Such a defence, he had the greatest confidence, would be 
established on the part of the poor man at the bar, who had submitted himself to take his 
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trial this day. In the first place, he should lay before the Jury a very considerable quantity of 
evidence, showing almost the history of this man's life, and he believed he should be able to 
satisfy them very soon Indeed, that the tale of his madness was not got up for the purposes 
of to-day, but that he had been considered by the persons near and about him as different 
from other men; and he should show from his manner from an early period of his life, that 
he was not responsible for his acts, but was regarded as mad and deranged. He should 
establish, in the first place, that, unfortunately for the prisoner, he was the child of a person 
who herself was in a state either of lunacy or insanity, or something nearly approaching to 
it, and was in the habit of conducting herself in a manner utterly irreconcilable with reason, 
sometimes spending hours together, sometimes whole days, by going Into a field, and 
sitting in a dry ditch without any assignable motive. This peculiarity had been observed by 
the labourers; and the mother’s habits appear to be transmitted to the son, and showed 
themselves in him with ten-fold force. He should prove by a great many witnesses who had 
a most intimate knowledge of the prisoner - some of them having been in his employ - that 
he was a farmer. It might be urged by the prosecution that he was able to conduct his farm. 
Generally it was so; he did manage to some extent, and when his particular fits of madness 
were not on him, he had reason enough and regularity of conduct sufficient to conduct his 
farm. Sometimes it would be found that he gave orders, and afterwards was utterly 
unconscious of having given them; sometimes he directed ploughing, and afterwards asked 
why they were done. He should show in consequence or this madness, for it was nothing 
short of that, that he was sometimes entirely ignorant of times and seasons, often mistaking 
day and night. Sometimes when it was cold, in the middle of winter, and dark, he had called 
up his servants, telling them to rise, as they ought to know that the sun was scorching hot; 
he had done this at one, two, three, or four o’clock in the morning. Sometimes he had 
alarmed his house and servants by stating that the cattle were trespassing in the grounds. 
All these were the results of that strong maniacal affection of mind with which he was 
troubled ; and would show beyond all doubt that his habits were those of a man certainly 
not possessed of the faculty of reason. He had about fifty or sixty acres of land; and the Jury 
knew the habits of persons in this situation. What would they think of the conduct of the 
prisoner when he told them he was in the habit of going to a particular piece of ground, 
walking about it an hour or two without any particular object in view, no person pretending 
or having the folly to ask him what he was about, for it was well understood he could not 
give a reasonable account of his conduct? He had fits, which were sometimes called high 
and sometimes low; sometimes he was full of animal spirits, raving and excited, so as not to 
be bearable by his friends - sometimes, and soon afterwards, he was in a depressed state of 
mind, sitting for hours and sometimes for days together, in his chair, hardly taking notice of 
things around him; he would be unwashed, neglectful of his person, his beard being 
suffered to grow, his stockings down, his shoes untied, and his whole appearance that of a 
person of unsound mind. During these times no attempt to speak to him was made on the 
part of his neighbours, and he was represented by his wife, who would say he was not 
capable of attending to business and should not be troubled with questions. In order to 
show that the defence was not set up for the purpose of this day, he should call a witness, 
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to whose sister prisoner paid his addresses, and who, knowing bis state of mind, resolved 
that his sister should not marry him if he could prevent It; and in consequence he took 
means to prevent the marriage, sending his sister away and declining all connection with 
the prisoner, who was otherwise a desirable match, being possessed of 100 or 150 acres of 
land. He paid his addresses, or tried to do so, to the sister of the person, who unfortunately 
for herself, married him ; that sister declined his addresses, and he should show that the 
prisoner's conduct fully justified her In declining to receive those addresses, for soon after 
her sister's marriage she received a message from her, and went to her house, and there to 
her surprise found her sister and her husband in a room together, and that he had torn his 
wife's clothes from her person in the middle of the day, in ignorance of what he was doing, 
and had stripped her so that she was literally naked. Some weeks afterwards, when he 
appeared in another frame of mind, and to have more reason, she mentioned to him what 
had occurred, and he appeared Ignorant of it as if It had never happened - he utterly denied 
It, and then said he did not recollect It, and hoped she would not mention It, If he had done 
so. He would appear to have been conscious of his weakness of mind, and of the fits of 
Insanity to which he was subject; for sometimes, after those fits, he would receive 
Information of persons having acted under the orders of his wife, and he would say they did 
quite right ; she was a very excellent woman, and it was right to submit to her orders, for he 
could not do the business himself. Other circumstances would be proved, shewing evidence 
not of a wild and eccentric person, but of absolute madness, long ago, even when he lived 
with his mother. Sometimes when his household sat down to breakfast, he took up the 
things, and threw them into the fire and destroyed them and his breakfast too. Sometimes 
he had taken eggs and put them on the fire, saying it was quite right to burn them. Such 
things happened at breakfast and dinner. His family could not be ignorant of what was going 
on, nor his servants, for his wife and servants all were all in one room together, and this 
might account for an acquaintance more than ordinary between him and Mary Baker. The 
evidence on these points would extend over a number of years down to the present time. 
The times of his madness shewed themselves by a very great difference In the appearance 
of the prisoner; his countenance would put on a most peculiar expression Indeed, and this 
would be material, for on the day when this occurrence happened, which formed the 
subject of the present Inquiry, he shewed these maniacal fits before he went to the fair. He 
was observed very early in the morning hoeing turnips; his servants noticed that his 
countenance was more maniacal than usual, and remarked It to their mistress ; and he was 
seen to use his hoe as if It were a pickaxe to take weeds up with, and not hoeing as a 
reasonable man would do. With regard to what took place at this fair on the 31st of July, the 
facts, as far as regarded the death of this poor woman, were proved; but the prosecution 
had not assigned any motive for the prisoner’s conduct. No motive had been shewn why 
the prisoner should wish to be revenged on this poor woman, or to desire her death. It 
would seem by the first account he had given to the constable that an improper connection 
had existed between them; and he did not know there was any other account of it, except 
the statement which her sister made at the fair. Supposing this to be true, how could they 
account for his conduct? He said this young woman had slept with him a night or two 
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before when his wife was out, and that he was always able to do as he liked with her; but he 
would not disgust the Jury by repeating the terms. Why should he be revenged? He was 
afterwards made to say this, which was utterly Inconsistent with the other, statement, “If 
she does not come to my proposals, I have a pair of pistols, and will be the death of her.” If 
his proposals were that he should enjoy her person, he had done so; he was in actual 
enjoyment of it, by his own account, constantly. Could they reconcile this statement with 
the conduct of a sane and reasonable man? If he had been on the most intimate terms with 
her, why should he say, “If she does not come to my proposals I will be the death of her.” 
What proposals had he made? The matter was done - the thing complete. The young 
woman’s virtue had not stood in his way: it was not pretended she was about to leave his 
service, or to give up the terms of intimacy on which they had lived together. But nothing of 
that sort was shewn. He did not put question, and he observed that his friend did not put 
one, about the proposal made to her that she should meet him on the night in his own 
meadow. Was she not to meet him there? It was not shown that she declined to meet him 
there. It was quite clear that the terms of intimacy between them were to continue; and it 
was not reasonable to suppose that the proposal her sister made to her was not complied 
with. He said to her sister, as to the officer that he would be revenged; but this, he had 
already shewn, was an instance of Inconsistency. Again, so far from objecting to Bootman, It 
was shewn that he was In company with him, they were drinking together, and were on 
very friendly term ; nor did he object to Mary Baker being with Bootman. Then what 
meaning consistent with his sanity were the Jury to put on the words “I will be revenged?” 
He could have had no feeling against Bootman, whose acquaintance with the deceased was 
no secret ; he did not seen surprised or displeased at seeing her In Bootman’s company: on 
the contrary he welcomed him and gave him some drink. If the prisoner was actuated by 
the atrocious motives attributed to him, and had those vicious habits, how could the Jury 
reconcile what he said with the conduct of a rational being, when he talked or his proposals 
being refused? His conduct and expressions were those of a madman, who did not 
understand the facts as they occurred at the time. A frightful expression used by him was 
that of a man devoid of all reason. A rational man prompted by jealousy or any other base 
passion to commit such an act, would naturally, after such an intimacy as had taken place 
between this man and woman, have expressed regret at the act, instead of regretting, as 
the prisoner had, that he had not done more. The policeman had proved that the prisoner 
was the worse for liquor and excited. It did not appear he was a drinking man, and he had 
only taken such a small quantity of drink as would not produce an effect on a rational man 
not so much as to take effect on a sane man. He had taken nothing to make him excited by 
liquor; supposing him rational, but if he was in a state of excitement at the time, a small 
quantity or drink would take effect. Had he been an ordinary man, and in liquor at 8 or 9 in 
the evening, the effect would have gone off by the next morning; and, under these 
circumstances the Counsel for the prosecution had put a question on that point, but the 
answer of the policeman was remarkable “he appeared during the whole of the time In a 
most excited state, and the worse for liquor from beginning to end.” Was this the case of a 
man in any ordinary drunken fit, or of a man labouring under a fit of insanity? He should call 
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a medical witness to prove, that a small quantity or drink acting on a person under peculiar 
excitement, would have ten-fold effect, and make him more excited and maddened than he 
was. This medical man had known the prisoner, not quite down to the time when this 
matter occurred, but for ten or twenty years, and he would state what had been his opinion 
of the prisoner at all times. He had made madness and insanity his study, having observed 
much of it in this and other countries, and he was a man of much experience. He would tell 
them, he was under no doubt whatever, that the prisoner was an insane man; and long 
before this matter occurred, he had come to that conclusion - the prisoner’s complexion, 
manner. and gesture, had suggested to him that he was not a rational man; he never spoke 
on any subject as a rational man, and this witness would say that he avoided entering into 
any conversations with him when he had made up his mind that he was not responsible for 
his conduct, and Incapable or conversation, or of giving a rational opinion. He knew the 
prisoner’s mother till she died of un affection of the brain, and he had no doubt that the 
prisoner’s was a case of hereditary lunacy. He thought he should be able to establish by a 
great number of witnesses the defence to be set up; and those witnesses would speak not 
of thoughts and conjectures, but of actual facts; and after hearing them he believed the Jury 
would de glad to come to the conclusion that he was not a rational man who had 
committed this atrocious crime. It would be a conclusion favourable to humanity, to our 
common nature, and one which a Jury ought to rejoice In having an opportunity of coming 
to. This case was one entirely for the consideration of the Jury - it was not for his Lordship’s 
consideration, but for theirs; his Lordship would lay down the law to them, and give a wise 
and just opinion of the facts of the case to which they would pay the attention to which all 
that fell from his Lordship was entitled, still the Judgment was with them more especially In 
a case of this kind, a criminal case. With all deference to his Lordship, he would observe that 
It was stated by one of our best writers that a Judge was in the habit of trying crimes, and 
seeing the worst part of humane nature, that he was sometimes inclined to bring more to 
the consideration of a case feelings of affection for pure justice than those feelings which 
might be expected to arise In the minds of a Jury, who would be guided also by merciful 
considerations. He did not say that a Judge lost all feelings of humanity, but Juries seemed 
especially to be actuated not only by motives of Justice, but also of humanity. Tho Jury, who 
had not always been in the habit of trying criminal cases, would rather be inclined to ask if 
there were circumstances by which a crime so horrible in itself could be mitigated. He 
should offer before the Jury the sort of evidence he had mentioned, and he was quite sure 
they would give it all the consideration to which it was so well entitled, and would return a 
verdict that, from his state of mind the prisoner was not responsible for the foul crime with 
which he was charged. 
   Edward Woolsey examined by Mr. Palmer : I live at Thrandeston, and am a labourer. I have 
known the prisoner seventeen years last Michaelmas. I worked for him eight years, 
commencing in 1835. I am not in his service now. I am one of his tenants, and have been so 
seventeen years, ever since he came to live at Thrandeston. I remember upon going into his 
service his setting me to plough. He came into the field and said, “What are you after here?” 
I replied, “You set me to plough.” He said, “The Devil I did not set you to plough here.” I kept 
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on ploughing. In the evening, I told Mrs. Mickleburgh about it. She said, “Keep on 
ploughing, your master’s not exactly right; keep on until the ploughing is done; your master 
will be right in the course of a few days.” In the course of two or three days, the prisoner 
came to me, and said, “Have you finished your ploughing?” I said, “Yes.” He said, “That’s 
right.” Some little while after, I saw him walking about in one field; it was almost in one 
direction, measuring eight or ten rods. He kept on for an hour. I have frequently received 
directions from my mistress to go about my employment. I have asked my master what I 
should go about next, and he could not give me any answer. I have known him to be in a low 
state of mind for eighteen days. He did not appear to be able to attend to any business of a 
farming kind during that time. When he came out, he has asked me, “Who set me to work?” 
And I have said, “My mistress.” Upon this, he has said, “That’s right I am glad you are getting 
so forward, I have not been very well, and when I am not very well, you and your mistress 
must make it out as well as you can.” My mistress used to pay me my wages. 
   By the Judge : Almost always. 
   By Mr Palmer : I have known him to keep within doors for eight days together. I remember 
going to pay my rent five years ago. I found the prisoner sitting with his elbow upon the arm 
of his chair, and his head on his hand, looking very wild and ghastly, and death-like. He did 
not speak, nor take any notice of me whatever. Mrs. Mickleburgh took my rent. I dined 
there that day with some other tenants. The prisoner was asked to join us, but he did not : 
on the contrary, he continued sitting in his chair. We dined about twelve and left at night 
between eight and nine. Another times I have found him in a very good state of mind, so 
that he could give orders. He has taken me about the fields, when to me he has appeared to 
be overjoyed. He would take me round the farm, and set me as much work as it would take 
a man twelve months to do. After that he would fall into a state of melancholy, and would 
not refer to the work again. I have been in the habit of seeing deranged persons, and have 
shaved two persons in that state. 
   The Judge : Are you going to examine him as a man of science? 
   Mr. Palmer : No, only to show that he has reasons for the opinions he has advanced. 
   Witness : I have shaved persons while corded to their beds. I shaved the prisoner for nine 
years, when he would be shaved. Sometimes I shaved him once, and sometimes twice a 
week. I have known him go from a fortnight to three weeks without being shaved; the 
reason has been a low and melancholy state, when he has looked very bad. I recollect going 
one Saturday night to shave him. While lathering his face, snapped at the brush. On 
applying the razor to his face, he looked up at me very wildly, and I did not shave him, and 
the lather was wiped off his face, and he went until the next Saturday night. I went again on 
the Sunday morning, but I still found him unable to go through the operation. I dined at the 
prisoner’s at the harvest in 1840. We always had a dinner when we made up a wheat stack. 
Upon going into the house, I saw the prisoner sitting in his chair, and his mother placing the 
puddings on the table. She said to him twice, "John, are you coming to get your dinner?” He 
got up and placed the puddings on the floor, and then returned to his seat. I left him sitting 
in his chair after dinner, and I went about my work. He did not attend to his business for a 
fortnight after that. My cottage was within about 20 rods of the prisoner’s house. In the 
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winter season of the year he has called me up between 3 and 4 o’clock in the morning, 
when it was very dark and cold. He has said, “Come, aren’t you going to get up, for the sun 
will scorch your eyes out.” I used to get up. 
   By the Judge : It happened not very often, but it happened several times. 
   By Mr. Palmer : I used to get up, and walk with him about the yards. His mind was in a very 
low state. I have often seen his wife accompany him about the fields. I have spoken to the 
woman, but he would neither speak nor look. J saw him on the morning of Thrandeston fair 
on the 31st July last. It was about a quarter-past five. He was attempting to hoe turnips. He 
was handling the hoe as if it been a mattock or a pick-axe. He turned his face to me, and 
looked very ghastly and wild. I did not speak to him all. 
   Cross-examined by Mr. Dasent : I was about eight or ten rods from him. He used the hoe 
as if he was picking at stone. There are stones in turnip fields. I do not use the hoe with 
force at every stroke. 
   Are you anything else but a farm labourer? I am anything you can set me after, as far as I 
can do it. 
   You say you are a barber. Do you carry on that business ? No, but I make myself useful, if I 
am sent for. 
   Do you preach? No. 
   What place of worship do you attend ? The Wesleyan Methodist chapel. 
   Where does the prisoner go? Sometimes to church, and sometimes to chapel, and 
sometimes nowhere. 
   Witness resumed : A man at Thrandeston used to receive insane persons, and that is the 
cause of my having shaved such people. I do not know that the prisoner is the overseer of 
Thrandeston at the present moment. I did not pay him rates, as overseer, last year. The 
prisoner had the management of Thrandeston Common. I have seen two medical men at 
the prisoner's house, Mr. Ward and Mr. Rose. I saw Mr. Ward there last year. When he 
looked ghastly on the occasion referred to, I was alarmed. 
   The Judge : In your judgment, was he fit to take care of himself? I left him there. 
   The question was repeated three times. Upon the second occasion the witness replied. “I 
cannot speak to that.” 
   The Judge : In your judgment was he fit to take care of himself - answer the question? 
   Witness : I don't think he was. 
   By Mr. Dasent : I did not see the prisoner at the fair. I have seen Mary Baker in his house. 
He hires 16 acres of land. He has 25 acres which he calls his own. I always got up in winter 
mornings when he said the sun was scorching hot. I never thought it a joke, but that the 
man knew no better. I have known this to happen four times. He used to rattle at the door. 
My wife used to grumble because I got up. This may have happened 14 years ago. I made 
my memorandum in my head, as I am no scholar. My wife knew of these visits on winter 
mornings, when he said, the sun was scorching hot. I never made a song of it to any one 
else. I was not at the Coroner’s Inquest, nor did I go before the magistrate. I first gave an 
account of these matters to be taken down about five weeks ago. 
   By the Judge : I was hired by the prisoner by the week. 
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   Charles Barham, examined by Mr. Prendergast : I lived in the prisoner’s service two years 
up to last Michaelmas. After being in his service a fortnight, I went and asked my master 
what I was to do next morning, he ordered me to go and plough. He came to me the next 
morning about ten o'clock. He walked up and down the field by the side of the plough. I 
spoke to him several times, but he made no answer. He looked ghastly and wild. I spoke to 
my mistress on the subject; she told me when I saw him so, not to speak. He walked about 
in this way half an hour. I received no orders from him for ten days afterwards. When I went 
again I saw him sitting in his chair with his head resting upon his hand. I saw this every 
evening when I called, and he did not speak. I got my supper in the kitchen. My mistress 
gave me orders. He came into the field, and asked who had set me to narrow. l told him, 
when he said, “Behave well to your mistress, boy, she is a good one.” While I was ploughing, 
a boy brought a message to me, stating that I must go home, as my master was killing my 
mistress. I took my horses off directly, and went as requested. When I got home my mistress 
was holding my master. She said, “You had better go away, as your master is quiet now.” She 
had her arms around him, and he was sitting in his chair. He appeared to be very wild and 
dead-like. One day when I was ploughing, I saw him walking in the field in all directions. He 
kept this up for an hour and half. He kept turning very abruptly. In April last year, on Sunday 
morning, at breakfast time, my master came down stairs into the room where my mistress 
and the family were going to breakfast. My mistress was taking the eggs out of the 
saucepan. As fast as she put them on the plate, he took them up and rolled them in his 
hand, and put them on the fire, saying, “Let’s burn these little devils.” The things were then 
cleared away, and we went without our breakfast. After that, he sat down in his chair, and 
seemed to be in a very low and melancholy way afterwards. On the Sunday morning 
following, he came down stairs and took the bread-basket and threw it across the house. He 
then went to the fireplace and poured the contents of the coffee-pot upon the hearth, and 
afterwards threw the pot into the cinder pit. He would have turned the whole of the 
breakfast things over, but my mistress stopped him. He continued in this state three weeks. 
He neither shaved himself nor laced up his boots. When he has been in this state he has 
called me up as many as three times every night. He would tell me that the horses were out. 
When I have I gone into the yard, I have found them perfectly right in the stables. I cannot 
say how many times this has happened, but it has taken place upon several occasions. He 
has come to me when I have been at plough in a very elated and joyous state, telling me I 
should have his farm after seven years, and he has sung, and laughed, and danced. This was 
continued for upwards of a week. He ordered me to dig a trench to set cauliflowers. He 
came up to me whilst I was at work. He trembled violently, and looked wild and dead-like, 
much worse than I had ever seen him before. I spoke to my mistress about his appearance, 
On the morning of the fair day he was up at three o’clock. He called me up, and looked in a 
low and melancholy state. He took his hoe, and went to hoe turnips. He chopped into them, 
and chopped them up for a long way, and then he took his hoe upon his shoulder and 
walked a little and chopped away at them again. Sometimes he did his work well. 
   Cross-examined by Mr. Dasent : My mistress told me to go and hoe, and not go near my 
master. 
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   By the Judge : This was on the morning of Thrandeston fair. 
   By Mr. Dasent : If the land was in good order, hoeing was not hard work. I saw my master 
hoeing in the way described two or three hours. I was also hoeing all the time, and kept on 
regularly, but my master went from place to place. I had my breakfast that morning 
comfortably in the kitchen. My master came in with me at the same time. I did not say 
anything to him, nor did he say anything to me. He did not get any breakfast at all; whilst 
breakfast was going on, of which Mary Baker partook, he was sitting in his chair. The meal 
lasted half-an-hour. I went back to hoe turnips; master, I believe, went down to the fair. I 
never saw Bootman at the house. I never knew my master to be attended by a medical man. 
He went about as he liked. My mistress would sometimes accompany him round the fields. I 
never saw my master drunk in my life, or the worse for liquor. I will swear I never saw him 
come home tipsy from market. I live with Mrs. Mickleburgh still. I do not know that this year 
Mr. Mickleburgh is overseer of the parish. His farm was not always kept nice. 
   By the Judge : My master hired me, but my mistress always paid me my wages. I was hired 
by the year. 
   By Mr. Prendergast : When he walked with his wife in the fields, I did not see him speak to 
her. 
   Hugh Wallace, examined by Mr. Palmer : I live at Winfarthing, about 4 miles from 
Thrandeston. I have known the prisoner twenty-five years, and intimately for the first eight. 
When I first knew him, he was living at Shelfanger, following the trade of a shoemaker. I 
used to see him two or three times during the day. In 1828 he courted my sister. The 
acquaintance was carried on six or eight months. He would come in pretty well every night. 
His general habits and conduct were sometimes very well, and sometimes very bad from 
despondency. His mother upon such occasions would fetch him; he would put himself in a 
great passion, and refuse to go, and threaten to murder her. At her request I have kept him 
at my house for her safety during the night. He would continue in this state sometimes for a 
week, during which he would hardly eat or drink anything. After the six or eight months, the 
acquaintance with my sister ceased. By my persuasion. and that of others, my sister gave 
him a denial, on the ground that he was an insane man. Last June I was invited to 
Thrandeston, to spend a long day with him. I got there about ten. I found him at one corner 
of the room quite alone, with his hat on, and resting his head upon his hand. He took no 
notice of me for a quarter of an hour. After that, during the day, he behaved pretty well. 
When I was leaving, he followed me on the green, and then his conversation was so 
indecent that, feeling a little alarmed for my own safety, I left him and went home. His 
language was obscene, and unfit for repetition, such as I had never heard from man's lips 
before. In June, 1850, he called at my house, in a very excited state indeed. He threw his 
arms about him, and raved, and foamed, and swore without any apparent cause. He 
continued in this way about three hours, when he sat down in a very desponding state 
which lasted half an hour. At the end of that time some chickens were going past the door, 
when he lifted up his head with all the simplicity of a child – 
   The Judge : Don't be so rhetorical! 
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   Witness: And said, if I would give him a chicken he would go home. I gave him one, and he 
went away. 
   Cross-examined by Mr. Dasent: I used to be an inn-keeper. I now keep a school. I have 
always been in very good health myself. I have, never been in confinement for illness in the 
head. I don't know that the prisoner was very susceptible of the tender passion. My sister 
had not seen so much of him as I had done. To get out of his way, my sister left the village. 
   Ezra Garrard, examined by Mr. Prendergast : I am a shoemaker, at Diss. I have known the 
prisoner from his being an infant, forty years ago. He sometimes worked for me, when he 
was an apprentice. He was an eccentric and singular boy. Sometimes he would be elated 
and overjoyed; at other times so desponding as to be unable to give an answer. I have been 
at his house. He has given me kind invitations; and when I have gone, he has hardly looked 
at me, or spoken, or taken any notice. In June, 1850, he came to my house in a very excited 
state of mind. He was swearing in a most awful manner. My wife took out some bread and 
cheese. He chewed it, and spat it about the floor, and throwing his arms about said when he 
got home he would murder his wife. I went home with him. He had a horse and gig standing 
at my gate. I accompanied him home, because I did not think he was right in his mind. He 
drove off at a very furious rate and I was afraid he would turn me over, and “have a 
mischief.” I attempted to take the reins from his hands on ascending Palgrave hill, but he 
would not let them go. When we got to his house, he said I should dine with him, and I 
stopped. He helped me to a small piece of mutton weighing about 3 ozs. at most; I ate it 
when he looked at me and asked, “Have you eaten all that?” I replied, “Yes, you gave it to 
me, I suppose, for that purpose.” He appeared angry, and exclaimed, “Well, bless your guts.” 
I don’t recollect him eating or drinking anything himself. He talked of selling his property, 
and leaving his wife and family, and going to America. His wife was present, and the 
prisoner soon afterwards went to bed. This was in the day time, about 1 o’clock. I remained 
in the house at Mrs. Mickleburgh’s request. She seemed alarmed for her own safety, and 
asked me what I thought of her husband. He seemed to be in a very excited and angry state 
of mind. I did not give Mrs. Mickleburgh any warning or advice, but I said I thought that, at 
some time or other, he would do something wrong either to himself, or some other person. 
I knew his mother for thirty years. She appeared to be a strange sort of woman. I have seen 
her sitting, in a solitary way, in a dry ditch, in a field. She took no notice of me. I saw her do 
this two or three times. 
   Cross examined by Mr. Dasent : When he came to me, he said he had been to the different 
shops in the town, and that his wife had bought something in the drapery line, unknown to 
him. He appeared to be very angry, and as she had not done right to his mind, he would go 
home and murder her. This reminded me of the passion which he had displayed when a 
boy. If I had seen the necessity, I should have interfered to protect the wife. There was 
nothing remarkable in his conduct to his children. When he talked of going to America, the 
wife merely said, “Well, if I have done wrong, I must abide by the consequences.” 
   By Mr. Prendergast : He would sometimes be passionate without a cause. I went home 
with him because I thought him in a very bad state of mind. 
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   Mary Reeve, examined by Mr. Palmer : I am the sister of the prisoner’s wife. I have known 
him twenty-five years. I knew him before he married, and when he lived with his mother at 
Shelfanger. I visited him twice a week for about three years. Sometimes he would break out 
in ungovernable passion. He would kick the table over covered with tea things, and at other 
times he seemed low, and would not take any notice of any one. The prisoner’s mother 
wished me to become his wife, but I refused the offer, because I thought the prisoner of 
unsound mind. He afterwards married my sister, against my desire, as I told her I thought 
him nothing but a crazy man between times. The first four years they lived at Shelfanger. On 
one occasion I was sent for. I found the prisoner sitting with his arms folded, and my sister 
almost naked. Her clothes were torn off. I remonstrated with the prisoner, but I could get no 
answer. He said he knew nothing about it. He appeared to be in a highly excited state. I 
called upon him a week afterwards. I asked if he recollected my calling upon him the week 
before. His answer was, “No, I know nothing about it.” I asked him if he recollected stripping 
my sister. He said, “No, if I did it, I am sorry for it; don't tell your father; I hope I shall never 
do it again.” I remember the day of his mother’s funeral in January, 1849. He stood at the 
head of the coffin. He sang, and seemed pleased, and highly overjoyed. The coffin; with the 
body in it, was in the kitchen at Thrandeston. I saw him on the evening of the Saturday 
before the fair, at his house about 8 o’clock. He was sitting in the room in a melancholy way; 
I asked him how he was; his answer was, “You shall have no victuals here.” He never took 
his leave of me. He appeared very low and irritated. On the Sunday afternoon, I met him at 
my father’s at Shelfanger. He appeared more excited than on the previous day, and refused 
to eat and drink in my presence. 
   Cross-examined by Mr. Dasent : When he was of right mind, he was like other people. 
Sometimes he was very high, and sometimes very low. I never heard of any dishonesty on 
his part. Sometimes he would talk very rationally, and go to church, and sometimes he 
would not go at all to any place of worship. When I found my sister stripped, I did not know 
what had taken place before. 
   Mr. Henry Ward, examined by Mr. Prendergast : I am a surgeon, at Diss. I have known the 
prisoner 15 or 16 years, ever since 1835. I knew his mother. She died of palsy, disease of the 
brain. I have had frequent opportunities of seeing cases of insanity, and have, made the 
subject my study, and been frequently called upon to give evidence upon such subjects. I 
am surgeon to two Unions. I have attended the prisoner’s family very many times. During 
these occasions I have very frequently seen the prisoner, and attended him as my patient. 
He has laboured under dyspepsia. For this I have attended him twice. I have had 
conversations with him. I formed the opinion that he was of unsound mind. His conduct 
generally induced me to that belief. His look was uncertain. Sometimes he moped. But more 
frequently he was talkative, and without sufficient cause, would use violent language. If I 
had to give any opinion to him with regard to his family, he would pay but little attention, 
and this was generally the case, though the family might be even dangerously ill. 
   Cross-examined by Mr. Dasent : I think if a man be ever unsound, he would never perfectly 
recover. Most unquestionably, in my opinion , he was a man of confirmed unsound mind. 
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   The Judge: You are of the school of medical men, amongst whom there are some most 
distinguished, who think there is no such as partial insanity? 
   Witness : I don't think I have joined any particular school. 
   But you think there is no such thing as partial insanity? I do, my lord, most unquestionably. 
By Mr. Dasent : I have seen the prisoner act in a rational manner. I think that a man, excited 
by insufficient circumstances, is of unsound mind. 
   By the Judge : If a man be excited without sufficient reason, it is my opinion that he is 
labouring under a form of mania. 
   By Mr. Dasent: He never made any objection to any advice I tendered about his family, nor 
did he ever assent. He paid no attention. This is one ground why I think him of unsound 
mind. I have seen very little of him since 1850. During that year, I saw him fifty or sixty 
times. But some years before, he conducted himself in n very strange manner. 
   By Mr. Prendergast : When you look at the prisoner his eye wanders. The expression of his 
countenance, and the colour of his skin are indicative of unsound mind. I avoided 
conversation with him, from the exceeding impulsiveness of his violent language. I don’t 
think he was a bad tempered man. I attribute his violence to want of power of self-control. 
   By the Judge : Except with regard to indigestion, I have never been called upon to 
prescribe for the prisoner. I do not think I ever saw him without his breaking out in some 
way or another. If an insane patient is confined in an asylum and is returned to liberty as 
sound and well, and he marries and begets children, they will become insane. 
   The Judge : Now I ask you whether it is your opinion that, if a person be sometimes 
insane, he must always be insane? 
   Witness : Yes, my lord, I think very slight provocation will bring out the disease. 
   Do you believe that a person may sometimes be insane, and at other times have a notion 
of the distinction between right and wrong? Yes, my lord, I believe it. 
   Joseph Taddy Butcher, examined by Mr. Prendergast : I was confined in the Ipswich prison, 
to which gaol the prisoner was brought in August last. I have been an attorney’s clerk. 
Having been convicted of bigamy, I was in the prison under sentence, and am so still. The 
prisoner was placed under my care. I was in the infirmary of the prison, not in a cell. I was 
there as a patient, and had to read the prayers for the sick to the inmates. The prisoner 
appeared to be suffering under great agony of mind. He remained so during the first day of 
his confinement. On the day following, about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, he was called to 
the iron railing of the yard by a police officer whom I have since learned was Inspector 
Jukes. After that interview, the prisoner came up to me wringing his hands, and exclaiming, 
“She's dead she’s dead!” He remained for about an hour walking alone in a separate part of 
the yard, in an apparently agitated state. He followed me into the sick ward, and 
immediately commenced singing and laughing violently, and dancing. He ceased for a 
minute or two, and then said to me, “will Jack Ketch have my clothes? - if so, I will cut my 
boots off my feet.” He again relapsed into a melancholy mood. This lasted some days. From 
that period, for 7 or 8 days, he positively refused to take all kinds of food, with the 
exception of tea, and it was not until the surgeon of the prison stated his intention of using 
artificial means of injecting food into his stomach if he persisted in his determination, that 
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he took any. From that period, his health had gradually improved. During the time he was in 
prison, I have had opportunities of observing his peculiar conduct as to breaking out into 
rage. Some days, he is in a very desponding state of mind, and on these occasions easily 
excited. His conduct, so far as I observed it, was certainly not like that of other men. 
   Cross-examined by Mr. Bulwer: After these conversations with parties, he appeared to be 
very agonized. 
   The Judge : Had you often conversations with him? 
   Witness : Very frequently. 
   Did he not converse very rationally? Yes. 
   How long together ? For two or three days together, perhaps longer. 
   This was the case for the prisoner. 
   Mr. Dasent addressed the jury in reply upon the whole case. He said, he thought they 
could not come to the conclusion, upon the evidence they had heard, that the prisoner was 
of unsound mind at the time the act was committed. He recapitulated the facts proved in 
support of the prosecution, dwelling upon the allegation of the prisoner carrying on an illicit 
intercourse with the deceased, which being interrupted by Bootman, excited his jealousy 
and anger. He submitted that, from Bootman being conclusion, whether they could come to 
the conclusion that the witnesses had had the slightest notion, up to the period of the 
murder, that the prisoner was a lunatic of unsound mind, not knowing right from wrong, 
and perfectly irresponsible for his actions. 
   At 6 o'clock, agreeably to the suggestion of the learned Judge, the Jury retired for a 
quarter of an hour, to partake of some slight refreshment. 
   Upon their return, the Judge summed up the case. He said, that he and they had now a 
most important and most painful duty to perform. But they must perform that duty with 
impartiality, and with firmness, in obedience to the oaths which they had taken. It would be 
for him to lay down the law to them to govern their decision ; but it would be their privilege 
upon the facts to form their own deliberate opinion, according to the evidence which had 
been adduced. They were well aware that the prisoner was indicted for the wilful murder of 
Mary Baker. That he did cause her death admitted of no dispute. That he caused her death 
under circumstances which amounted to murder, it he were a responsible agent, there 
could be no question, The point then would be for them to decide whether at the time the 
deed was done he was responsible for the act. Now, he must instruct them upon the law. 
The question they had to determine was not, whether the prisoner was sane or insane; the 
question was, whether at the time when he bought the knife, and when he used it to stab 
Mary Baker, he could distinguish right from wrong. If they believed that at that time he 
laboured under some delusion, by the visitation of Providence whereby he could not 
distinguish right from wrong, God forbid the duty should be imposed of punishing him for 
the act. But if he could distinguish right from wrong, and knew what he was doing, and that 
it was wrong, he must be answerable to the laws of his country for the act which he 
committed. Now, the law was this; it seemed clear that, to excuse a man from punishment 
on the ground of insanity, it must be proved distinctly that he was not capable of 
distinguishing right from wrong at the time he did the act, and did not know it to be an 
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offence against the laws of his country and of his God. If there were a partial degree of 
reason, and a competent use of it to restrain passion which induced crime - if there were 
thought, and design, and faculty to discern the difference between moral good and evil, 
then the prisoner would be responsible. But he would give them the law in the words of the 
learned Judges of the land, as delivered upon this important subject in the House of Lords. 
Some doubts arose a few years ago respecting the defence of insanity, and how it should be 
met upon the trial when such a defence was set up. In answer to questions put in the House 
of Lords, the learned Judges stated, “The jury ought to be told in all cases that every man is 
presumed to be sane, and to possess a sufficient degree of reason to be responsible for his 
crime, until the contrary be proved to their satisfaction.” And that to establish a defence on 
the ground of insanity, “it must be clearly proved that, at the time of the committing of the 
act, the party accused was labouring under such a defect of reason from disease of the 
mind as not to know the nature and quality of the act he was doing; or that if he did know 
it, that he did not know he was doing what was wrong.” Accordingly, therefore, to this 
solemn determination of the Judges, they were to inquire whether when the prisoner 
stabbed Mary Baker he did or did not know what he was doing whether he was stabbing 
her or not. If they believed he knew he was stabbing her, then they were to consider 
whether he knew that at the time he was doing wrong. If they believed he knew he was 
stabbing her to put an end to her life, and that he knew he was doing wrong, he would be 
guilty of wilful murder. The learned Judge, after some further remarks, proceeded very 
minutely to read over the whole of the evidence, pointing out the various expressions 
sworn to as having been used by the prisoner. He warned the Jury against being led away by 
the idea of inferring a man’s insanity on the ground of the wicked action which he might 
have committed, otherwise crime must go unpunished. As regarded the declarations made 
by the prisoner from time to time, they furnished important evidence from which they 
would draw their own conclusions. His lordship alluded to the statement made by the 
learned Counsel, that he should prove hereditary insanity in the family of the prisoner. Now, 
the only evidence upon this point was the evidence which went to show that tie prisoner's 
mother died of palsy, disease of the brain. But there was no ground for saying that she was 
insane. He then called attention to the evidence of Mr. Ward, the surgeon, who had stated 
that though he had attended the prisoner’s family many times, yet that he had attended the 
prisoner himself only twice, and that too, not for insanity, but for indigestion. It was an 
extraordinary fact then that, during the many times Mr. Ward visited the house, he should 
not have been consulted, if the prisoner had been suspected of being insane. If they should 
be of opinion that the prisoner did not know what he was doing, when he bought the knife 
mid struck the blow, they would acquit him; if, on the other hand, they were of opinion he 
had a perfect consciousness of the distinction between right and wrong, however painful it 
might be, they would find him guilty. 
   The Jury turned round in the box, and after consulting together four minutes, the foreman 
returned a verdict of Guilty, adding that they were unanimous. 
   Proclamation having been made. 
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   The Clerk of, the Arraigns asked the prisoner if he had anything to allege why he should 
not receive sentence to die, according to, law? 
   Prisoner : My lord, I hope I may say a few words. If the case had been conducted on the 
merits, I should have stood right. As it is, instead of being built on the rock of truth, it is built 
on a pillar of straw. I suspected so from the first. I am not insane - there is no insanity, if you 
had heard the whole truth and nothing but the truth. I knew how it would be. I knew it from 
the first. It was no insane thing, and it cannot stand. I like to see truth blaze out. I am not an 
insane man. I never behaved badly to my neighbour. I am a man who knows things well. 
Because your lordship has penetration and wisdom I was placed before you. I never 
questioned it. I never set a bad example, and I did all I could to benefit my neighbour. I 
wished to go on the basis of truth, and I have been cruelly deceived. If you had had the 
whole truth you would have had to try a different conclusion. I shall be judged in a higher 
court, where things will come out. On that rock of truth, I stand. That is all I want. There has 
been no truth here, but fabrication from first to last. I was pleased when I heard I was to be 
brought before you, because you can prove truth, and then I should have stood on a very 
different footing to what I do now. Before the Judgment seat of Christ, no mortal can deny I 
shall be judged. Not that I can avoid my sins, but for mercy I trust in the blood of my Saviour. 
(With a subdued voice) I have only one request to make my lord, and that is, that the knife 
shall be destroyed. 
   The Judge having assumed the awful symbol of death, in a faltering voice, said, John-
Mickleburgh, after a long and careful trial, you have been found guilty by a Jury of your 
country of wilful murder - of the murder of an unfortunate young woman, whom you first 
seduced. 
   Prisoner : No, no. 
   The Judge : And then destroyed. 
   Prisoner : No, no, you must not say so. 
   The Judge : You have crimes of a deep dye to answer for, and I do earnestly implore you to 
seek for pardon by repentance from your offended Maker. I will not harrow up your feelings 
by further enlarging upon your crimes. But I do earnestly implore you to prepare for the 
awful change which awaits you. The sentence of the Court is, that for this offence you be 
taken from hence to the place of confinement from whence you came, and from thence to a 
place of execution, and that you be there hanged by the neck until you be dead; and that 
your body be buried within the precincts of the prison, within which you shall be confined 
after your conviction; and may the Lord have mercy on your soul! 
   The prisoner stepped from the bar with a light step, and soon disappeared. 
   The Court adjourned at a quarter past 8. 
 

Comments: 
• Although the exact residence of John Mickleburgh at the time of the murder is not known, 
he had considerable links to Winfarthing as well as many places close by. 

 

1853 : Frances Mickleburgh help 
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The Bury and Norwich Post, Wednesday, 2 Mar 1853, Page 3 
 

THE CASE OF 
FRANCES MICKLEBURGH, 

Of Thrandeston, in the County of Suffolk. 
   UNDER the afflicting circumstances of the conviction of her Husband, at the last Lent 
Assizes for the County of Suffolk, of the crime of Murder, Mrs. Frances Mickleburgh was left 
in the position of a widow, with three young children, and with heavy liabilities incurred for 
the defence of her husband, and for taking up the copyhold of a small Farm, which, through 
the kind and generous forbearance of Sir E. Kerrison, she still holds, but which she will be 
unable to carry on without the assistance of the benevolent. An appeal is therefore made to 
all who can feel for her painful position, to render her such assistance as may enable her to 
support herself and to bring up her children by honest industry; and the subscriptions which 
have been already received from the Gentry and Clergy of the neighbourhood will, it is 
hoped, be regarded as attestations in favour of her case; but satisfactory references will be 
given if desired. Any sums, however small, will be thankfully received by the Petitioner, and 
Messrs. Oakes, Bevan, and Co. have kindly consented to allow contributions to be paid at 
their Banks. 
 
 £. s.  £. s. 
Sir E. Kerrison, Bart 1 0 Mrs. Mack 0 10 
The Rev. Thos. Lee French, 1 0 Rev. Aug. Cobbold 0 10 
Thrandeston   Rev. Henry Creed, Mellis 0 10 
Sir H E. Banbury, Bart 1 0 Rev. R.C. Maul, Rickinghall 0 10 
H. Wilson, Esq. 1 0 Rev. J. Hodson, Hoxne 0 10 
Rev. Edgar Rust 2 0 Rev. J. G. Steel, Walton 5 0 
Samuel Brooke, Esq 2 0 T. Rlx, Esq., Thrandeston 1 0 
Rev. C. Martin, Palgrave 1 0 Mr. Thomas Kirby 1 0 
Miss Harrison, St John's 1 0 Mr. Rd. Ruffels 1 0 
Misses Harrison, Priory 0 10 Mr. E. C. Nunn 0 10 
W. Richards, Esq 0 10 Mr. J. Cutter 0 10 
Jos. Lingwood, Esq 1 0 Mr. E. T. Blakeley, Norwich 0 10 
Mr. S Thurlow 1 0 Mr. B. Saunders, Bradfield 1 0 
W. Rix, Esq. 0 10 Mr. H. Saunders 0 10 
Mr. N. Hart 0 10 Mr. H. Pike, Brome 0 10 
Thos. French, Esq., Eye 1 0 Rev. G. Darby, Fersfield 0 10 
G. W. Lawton, Esq. 0 10 Rev. T. Reeve, Thornham 0 10 
W. W. Miller, Esq. 0 10 Rev. J. Barrow, Lopham 0 10 
C. Cream, Esq. 0 10 A Friend 0 10 
Mr. W. Short 0 10 Rev. H. Dawson, Hopton 0 10 
Hy. Ward, Esq., Diss 1 0 F. J. Taylor, Esq., 0 10 
Mrs. Burch 0 10    Winfarthing 
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J. C. Brooke, Esq 5 0 Mr. R. Barker 1 0 
H. Heffill, Esq. 0 10 Ven. Archdeacon Ormerod 1 0 
Alfred F. Barnard, Esq. 0 10 F. L. Taylor, Esq., Starston 1 0 
Miss Taylor 0 10 H. L. Anstruther, Esq. 

   High Sheriff 
1 0 

P. Harrison, Esq. 1 0 
Rev. Jos. Field 1 1 Anonymous 1 0 
Mr. R. Baldwin 0 10 T. Thurlow, Esq., Reading 0 10 
Thomas Amyot Esq. 0 10 Mrs. Blake, Gosport 0 10 
- Drake, Esq. 0 10 Mrs. Campbell, 

   Birkfield Lodge 
0 10 

Rev. J. P. Lewis 0 10   
A Friend 0 10 G. Josselyn, Esq. 0 10 
Mr. J. Harvey 0 10 D. Pitcairn, Esq. 0 10 
Rev. R. Cobbold, Wortham 1 0 Mr. D. Sims 0 10 
Chas. Harrison, Esq. 1 0 P. Everard, Esq. 0 10 
Osmund Clarke, Esq. 1 0 J. Gedge, Esq. 1 0 
Miss Clarke 0 10   
Ephraim Drake, Esq. 0 10 284 Donations under 10s. 40l. 17s. 6d. 
Mr. J. Snelling 0 10   
Rev. W. Holmes, Scole 0 10  £102 7s. 6d 

 

Comments: 
 

 

1853 : For sale, Cottage and Garden 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Wednesday, 3 Aug 1853, Page 3 

 
WINFARTHING, NORFOLK. 
TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION, 

By ELLIOTT and SONS, 
   At the Fighting Cocks Inn, Winfarthing, on Thursday, August 11th, 1853, at Five o'clock in 
the Afternoon, 

A COTTAGE AND GARDEN, 
   SITUATE in Winfarthing, in the occupation of Peter Lansdell. Abutting upon the road 
leading to Diss Heywood. 
   And, also, Two Inclosures of productive ARABLE LAND adjoining. in the occupation of 
Robert Barker, containing altogether Two Acres or thereabouts. 
   For further details apply to Mr. J. C. Calver, Solicitor, Kenninghall and Long Stratton, 
Norfolk; or to Messrs. Elliott and Sons, Estate Agents, Thelton, near Diss. 
 

Comments: 
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1854 : Desirable property 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Wednesday, 18 Jan 1854, Page 2 

 
UNRESERVED & PEREMPTORY SALE 

OF DESIRABLE PROPERTY, 
SITUATE 

AT WINFARTHING, NORFOLK, 
By G. W. SALTER 

   At the Crown Inn, in Diss, Norfolk, on Friday the 26th day of January, 1854, at Five o'clock 
in the Afternoon, IN ONE LOT, 
   COMPRISING a Neat Substantial and Commodious TILED MESSUAGE, with all the 
necessary Offices attached thereto, together with Barn, Stable, and other convenient 
Outbuildings, Yard, Garden, and about 3a. Oh. Op. of Superior LAND, adjoining and abutting 
on the high road leading to Diss, and about three miles distant therefrom, in the occupation 
of Mr. John Read and another. Possession if desired, could be had at Michaelmas next. 
COPYHOLD. 
   The above is pleasantly situated and within an easy distance of a Railway Station, is well 
adapted both for occupation and investment, and could at a small outlay be converted into 
a genteel residence. The property will be Sold to the highest bidder at the Auction, without 
the slightest reserve. 
   For further particulars apply to Mr. J. C. Calver, Solicitor, Keninghall and Long Stratton, 
Norfolk, or to the Auctioneer, Attleborough. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1854 : Death of Mrs. Bobby 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Wednesday, 15 Mar 1854, Page 3 

 
DIED. 

   On the 10th inst, suddenly, at Winfarthing, aged 67, Mrs. Bobby, wife of Mr. John Bobby, 
farmer, of the above place. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1854 : Curacy of Winfarthing 
The Wells Journal, Saturday, 15 Apr 1854, Page 7 

 
PREFERMENTS AND APPOINTMENTS. 
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   Bourne, Rev. S. W., M.A., to the Curacy of Winfarthing, Norfolk. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1854 : Death of George Humphreys 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Wednesday, 31 May 1854,·Page 3 

 
DIED. 

   On the 24th inst., aged 62 years, Mr. Geo. Humphreys, many years a respectable farmer of 
Winfarthing. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1854 : Cart Filly lost. 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Wednesday, 1 Nov 1854,·Page 3 

 
   LOST. – A Light Yearling Bay CART FILLY, with a Star on the Forehead; legs rather rough, and 
straight barrel. All expenses will be paid upon it, if restored to Mr. Youngman, Winfarthing, 
near Diss. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1855 : Death of Mrs. Groom. 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Norwich, 3 Oct 1855, Page 3 

 
   This day (Tuesday), after a severe affliction, much respected and lamented, Mrs. Groom, 
relict of Mr. T. Groom, of Winfarthing. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1856 : Harvest Home Reformer 
The Standard, Monday, 6 Oct 1856,·Page 1 

 
THE EARL OR ALBEMARLE AND HARVEST HOMES. 

   The Earl of Albemarle bas reappeared as a harvest home reformer at a meeting held at 
Winfarthing, near Diss, Norfolk. The noble lord's exertions in the same capacity last year 
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were frequently noticed in the standard. Addressing a party of labourers with their wives 
and children, the noble earI observed - "At Banham I said that largess had heard its death-
knell, and I think after the meeting we have seen to-day, and the descriptions of other 
meetings which we have read in the papers, that that prophecy is verified. A hundred years 
ago - and I am afraid a much shorter time since, there was an expression very common, 'as 
drank as a lord.’ It was a true proverb, for there were very few sober lords in those days. 
Now, however, the only drunken lords are the 'lords of the harvest;' and I hope that 
henceforth it will be as difficult to find a drunken harvest lord as a drunken parliamentary 
lord. I am very happy to preside over a harvest home on my own estate. I find that landlords 
are constantly taking the place which I occupy, and when I mention landlords may I mention 
landladies? In my own immediate neighbourhood the Hon. Mrs. Molyneux Montgomery - a 
lady whose name carries with it a respect to which all will bear witness - has attended three 
harvest homes on three separate nights on her own estate and I hope the lords of the 
creation will take care to imitate the example of the ladies of the creation. I have had the 
misfortune, as all public men have the misfortune, to be very much misunderstood. People 
have been led to suppose that in presiding over that great monster tea-meeting in the 
neighbouring parish of Banham, I considered toast, bread and butter, and tea were 
sufficient for harvestmen, and I believe I have been referred to at some public meetings as 
having advocated such a doctrine. Merely to set myself right with the labouring classes I will 
just read a sentence from the published report of my speech at Banham. I said, - ‘We must 
do away with the present disgraceful system of largess. We don't want to put a stop to a 
man's rational enjoyment - we don't want to interfere with his beef, his pudding, and his 
ale, but let him use all these things in moderation, and let him go home sober.' That is, my 
friends, what I wish to say. I wish you to use, and not to abuse, God's gifts. One point more. 
Let me express the gratification I feel in presiding over a meeting at which, if anything, 
women predominate. I always feel more at home when I have got the ladies about me. It is 
on their account and on account of their children that I have denounced the disgraceful 
system of men getting drunk at the alehouse and leaving their children starving at home. 
But, women, you also have a duty to perform, and mind you do it - make your homes 
agreeable; make the attractions of home so great that your husbands will not wish to go to 
the public-house." After some further observations, the health of the noble earl was 
proposed by the minister of the pariah, the Rev. S. W. Bourne, and drunk amid loud cheers. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1856 : Leverett/Everitt marriage 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Wednesday, 5 Nov 1856,·Page 3 

 
MARRIED. 

   On the 24th ult., at Bunwell, George, eldest son of Mr. John Leverett, of the same place, to 
Mary, eldest daughter of Thomas Everitt, Esq., Winfarthing. 
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Comments: 
 

 

1857 : For mares this season. 
The Ipswich Journal, Saturday, 11 Apr 1857,·Page 1 

 
1857. 

FOR MARES THIS SEASON. 
CAPTAIN, 

The Property of Mr. WILLIAM H. MUMFORD 
Sycamore House, Bramford, 

At One Sovereign each Mare, and 2s. the Groom. 
   CAPTAIN is by Mr. Barthropp's noted Horse "Newcastle Captain," out of a full-sized Suffolk 
Mare, by Mr. Steam's old horse ; he is rising 4 years old, stands 17 hands high, with very 
short legs, great substance, excellent constitution, and has proved himself a sure foal getter. 
   He will attend the following Places and the Neighbourhood in a Nine Days' Round: - 
   MONDAY, April 6th - Little Blakenham, Needham, Stowmarket White Horse that night. 
   TUESDAY, 7th – Wooipit, Tostock, Norton, Stowlangtoft, Ixworth Pickerel that night. 
   WEDNESDAY, 8th - Livermere, Honington, Barningham, Easton Fox that night. 
   THURSDAY, 9th - Knettishall, Hopton Vine that night. 
   FRIDAY, 10th - Garboldisham, East Harling, Kenninghall, Winfarthing Cock that night. 
   SATURDAY, 11th - Gissing, Shimpling, Diss, Palgrave Lion that night. 
   MONDAY, 13th - Oakley, Eye, Burgate, Botesdale, Hepworth Marlborough that night, 
   TUESDAY, 14th - Wa!sham-le-Willows, Wyverstone, Bacton, Mendlesham Oak that night. 
   WEDNESDAY, 15th - Little Stonham, Gosbeck, Coddenham, Barham, Claydon, and home 
that night. 
   Mares not stinted last year, 12s. each, and 2s. the Groom. 
   The money to be paid the Second Week in June to BENJAMIN BULLARD, the Groom, who 
is accountable. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1857 : Accounts of ancient oaks. 
The Western Flying Post, Tuesday, 5 May 1857, Page 8 

 
   The Winfarthing Oak, in Norfolk, is 70 feet in circumference, the trunk quite hollow, and 
the cavity large enough to bold at least 30 persons. This remarkable tree is said to have 
been called the “Old Oak" at the time of William the Conqueror. Mr. South, in one of his 
letters to the Bath Society (vol. x.), calculates that an Oak tree 47 feet in circumference 
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cannot be less than 1500 years old; and Mr. Marsham calculates the Bentley Oak, from its 
girthing 34 feet, to be the same age. Now, an inscription on a brass plate affixed to the 
Winfarthing Oak gives the following as its dimensions: "This Oak in circumference at the 
extremities of the roots is 70 feet, iv the middle 40 feet; 1820." Now there can be no 
reason, if the size of the rind is to be any criterion of age, why the Winfarthing should not at 
least equal the Bentley Oak, and if so it would be upwards of 700 years old at the Conquest. 
It is now a mere shell—a mighty ruin bleached to a snowy white. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1857 : Preparation for Public School. 
The Ipswich Journal, Saturday, 11 Jul 1857,·Page 2 

 
   A Married Clergyman, formerly at Rugby School, and afterwards Scholar of his College at 
Cambridge, prepares Pupils for the Public Schools or Universities. He resides in a healthily 
situated village in Norfolk, three miles from a Railway Station. Terms for boys under 10 years 
of age, 50 Guineas ; for those above ten, 70 Guineas per annum. - Address Rev. S. W. 
Bourne, Winfarthing Rectory, Diss. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1857 : Valuable Estates. 
The Ipswich Journal, Saturday, 25 Jul 1857, Page 2 

 
IMPORTANT ESTATES, 

In SUFFOLK and NORFOLK. 
MR. HENRY WELLS, 

IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
MESSRS. ELLIOTT AND SONS, 

   Is honoured with instructions TO SELL BY AUCTION, at the King's Head Inn, Diss, on 
Thursday, August 6th, 1857, at Two o'clock in the Afternoon, in 17 lots, 
….. 

IN WINFARTHING. 
   Lot 17. All that compact and valuable FARM, lying in Winfarthing, in the County of Norfolk; 
comprising a neat and commodious Farm House, Barn, Stable, newly erected brick and tiled 
Cowhouse, Horse and Cattle Sheds, and other Buildings; 2 capital Orchards, Garden, and 
several inclosures of superior Arable and fine old Pasture LAND, containing 60a. 2r. 31p., 
situate by the side of the Road from Attleborough to Diss, from which town it is distant 



Winfarthing in the newspapers 
 

Page 33 

about four miles, and now in the occupation of Mr. William Filbee, whose tenancy will 
expire at Michaelmas next. 
   Further Particulars and Conditions of Sale, with Lithographic Plans of the several Lots, may 
be obtained six days prior to the Auction, on application to Messrs. Wallace and Lyus, 
Solicitors, and G. F. Browne, Esq., Solicitor, all of Diss; at the Offices of Mr. Henry Wells, 
Auctioneer, Eye and Occold; and of Messrs. Elliott and Sons, Auctioneers, Thelton and 
Thrandeston, near Scole. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1857 : Death of Rebecca Humphrey. 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, 28 Jul 1857, Page 3 

 
DIED. 

   On the 15th inst., at Diss, aged 71, Rebecca, widow of Mr. George Humphrey, farmer, late 
of Winfarthing. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1858 : Estate of Mrs E. West. 
The Ipswich Journal, 19 Jun 1858,·Page 2 

 
Winfarthing, near Diss, Norfolk. 

To be SOLD by AUCTION, 
By GARROD & TURNER, 

   At the King's Head Inn, Diss, Norfolk, on Friday, 2nd July, 1858, at One for Two o'clock 
precisely, by direction of the Trustee for Sale under the Will of Mrs. E. WEST, deceased. In 
Lots. 
   A DWELLING-HUSE, AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS, and about 50 ACRES of excellent LAND, at 
Winfarthing, in the following lots, viz. : 
   Lot 1. The HOUSE and BUILDINGS, and 9A. 1R. 7P. of Land, abutting upon the road from 
Diss to Banham. 
   Lot 2. Four Parcels of LAND, containing 12A. & 8P., abutting upon the high road from Diss 
to Norwich. 
   Lot 3. Three Parcels of LAND, adjoining lot 2, and containing 12A. 1R. 15P. 
   Lot 4. Four Parcels of LAND (a heath allotment), abutting upon the road to New 
Buckenham and Attleborough, containing 16A. 1R. 18P. 
   Lots 1, 2, and 3 are in the occupation of Mr. John Sharman, and lot 4 is in the occupation 
of Mr. Daniel Utting, whose respective tenancies will expire at Michaelmas next. Printed 
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Particulars and Conditions of Sale may be had, ten days previous to the Auction, at the Place 
of Sale, of Mr. Richard Porter, Solicitor, or of the Auctioneers, all of lpswich. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1858 : General Courts Baron 
The Ipswich Journal, Saturday, 4 Dec 1858, Page 1 

 
MANOR COURTS. 

   THE GENERAL COURTS BARON of THE RIGHT HONOURABLE GEORGE THOMAS, EARL of 
ALBEMARLE, for the Manor of Heywood will be held at the Saracen's Head Inn, Diss, on 
Tuesday the 14th day of December next, at Eleven o’clock in the forenoon; and for the 
Manor of Winfarthing, Insoken and Outsoken. at the Fighting Cocks Inn, Winfarthing, at 
Three o'clock in the afternoon of the same day, when and where all persons concerned are 
required to attend. 

W. M. HAZARD 
Harleston, 24th Nov., 1858. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1858 : County Court Districts 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, 7 Dec 1858,·Page 4 

 
COUNTY COURT DISTRICTS. 

   By an Order in Council, dated 13th November, 1858, the following changes in the County 
Court districts are ordered to take place after 31st December, 1858 : - 
….. 
   From Harleston to Eye. - Tivetshall St. Alary, Tivetshall St. Margaret, Gissing, Burston, 
Shimpling, Dickleburgh. 
….. 
   From Attleborough to Eye. - Shelfanger, Winfarthing, Fersfield, Roydon, Bressingham, 
North Lopham, South Lopham, Garboldisham, Blo Norton. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1859 : Sale of ‘Compact Small Farm’ 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, 10 May 1859,·Page 2 
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COMPACT SMALL FARM. 
WINFARTHING, NEAR DISS. 

SALTER and SIMPSON 
   Are instructed by the Executors of the late Miss SARAH WELLS, to offer for Public Sale, at 
the Fighting Cocks, Winfarthing, on Monday, May 23rd, 1859, at Five o'clock in the 
Afternoon, the following PROPERTY : - 
   Lot 1. A FARM HOUSE, with Barn, Stable, and other Outbuildings, well planted Orchard 
and Garden, and Five Inclosures of rich Arable and Pasture Land, containing 10a. Or. 6p., 
lying altogether at Winfarthing, Norfolk, and abutting upon the high road there, leading 
from Diss to Norwich, and now in the occupation of Mr. Coleman. 
   Lot 2. An Inclosure of fine Pasture LAND, containing 1a. 0r. 26p., at Winfarthing, abutting 
upon the above-named road, and adjoining property of Thomas Lombe Taylor, Esq., and Mr. 
James Birch, and now occupied by the Rev. Samuel W. Bourne. 
Further particulars and conditions of sale may be had on application to Messrs. E. N. Clowes 
and Son, solicitors, New Buckenham; or the Auctioneers, Attleborough. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1859 : Death of Richard Everett Palmer 
The Ipswich Journal, Saturday, 25 Jun 1859,·Page 8 

 
DEATHS. 

PALMER. - 20th inst., very suddenly, in the 73rd year of bis age, deeply lamented by his 
family, and deservedly respected by a large circle of friends, Mr. Bichard Everett Palmer, of 
Winfarthing Lodge, late of Burston, in the county of Norfolk. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1859 : Death of Mrs. Eleanor Burch. 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, 26 Jul 1859, Page 3 

 
DIED. 

   On the 14th inst., at Winfarthing, aged 79, Mrs. Eleanor Burch. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1859 : Williams/Carver marriage 
Bath Weekly Chronicle and Herald, Thursday, 17 Nov 1859,·Page 5 



Winfarthing in the newspapers 
 

Page 36 

 
   Nov. 16, at St. Mary's, Bathwick, by the Rev. W. Valentine, M.A., Laurance Williams, Esq., 
5th West York Regiment, to Eliza Emma, daughter of the Rev. W. J. Carver, Rector of 
Winfarthing, Norfolk. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1860 : Valuable Estate for sale 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, 12 Jun 1860,·Page 3 

 
WINFARTHING, NORFOLK. 
HIGHLY VALUABLE ESTATE, 

CONTAINING 
29 A. 3 R. 17 P. 

OF 
FINE ARABLE AND PASTURE LAND, 

TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION, 
By JOHN EATON. 

   At the Fighting Cocks Inn, Winfarthing, on Monday. 2nd July, 1860, at Five o'clock in the 
Afternoon, in Four Lots. 
   Lot 1. A DWELLING-HOUSE, Yards, Barn, and Premises, and a Piece of fine Arable LAND, 
next the Diss Road, containing altogether 3a. 3r. 35p., in the occupation of Mr. John 
Sharman. - Copyhold. 
   Lot 2. Two Pieces of fine Pasture LAND, next the Diss Road, containing 3a. 1r. 35p., in the 
occupation of Mr. John Sharman. -Copyhold. 
   Lot 3. Three Pieces of fine Arable LAND, next the Diss Road, containing 9a. 1r. I7p., in the 
occupation of Mr. John Sharman. - Copyhold. 
   Lot 4. Three Pieces of fine Arable LAND, next the “Long Road," containing 13a. 0r. 10p., in 
the occupation of .Mr. George Banham. - Copyhold. 
   The Tenants are under notice to quit at Michaelmas next. 
   For particulars and conditions of sale apply to Mr. Charles Cockell, Solicitor : or to the 
Auctioneer, John Eaton, Attleburgh. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1861 : Desirable property 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, 18 Jun 1861, Page 1 

 
WINFARTHING, BRESSINGHAM, AND SHELFANGER, NORFOLK. 
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Messrs. ELLIOTT and SONS 
   Have received instructions from the Executors of the late Mr. JOHN BOBBY, deceased, to 
Sell by Auction, at the Old Oak Inn, Winfarthing, on Tuesday, 2nd July, 1861, at Five o'clock 
in the Afternoon, the undermentioned very 

DESIRABLE PROPERTY, 
In Six Lots. 

IN WINFARTHING, 
   Lot 1. A MESSUAGE, consisting of parlour, kitchen, pantry, dairy, and 3 bed-rooms, 
detached wash-house with chamber over, Barn, Stable, Cowhouse, Garden, Orchard, and Six 
lnclosures of excellent Arable and Pasture LAND, containing together 12a. 2r. 5p. 
   Lot 2. Three Inclosures of superior Arable LAND, situate upon the Heath, containing 10a. 
1r. 9p., abutting upon the high road from Winfarthing to New Buckenham, lands of Mr. W. B. 
Rudd, Mr. John Simonds and Mr. Robert Glanfield. 
   Lot 3. An Inclosure of capital Arable LAND, known as Dugmere," containing 3a. 0r. 23p., 
abutting upon the lane leading from Winfarthing to Shelfanger, lands of Mr. Samuel George. 
Duke of Norfolk, and Mr. Jeremiah Sparrow. 
   NOTE. – The above Lots are in the occupation of Messrs. Wm. and Robt. Bobby, are 
Copyhold of the Manor of Winfarthing. Insoken, and Outsoken, and subject to an annual 
Land-tax of £1 13s. 5d., and Quit Rent of 5s. 3¾. apportionable. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1861 : Housebreaking at Winfarthing 
The Ipswich Journal, Saturday, 26 Oct 1861,·Page 7 

 
SPECIAL SESSIONS. 

Serious charge of Housebreaking, at Winfarthing. – 
   Ellis Coleman, labourer, and Aaron Banham, bricklayer, were charged with breaking and 
entering the house of William Bobby, of Winfarthing, in the afternoon of Sunday, the 13th 
inst., and stealing fourteen £5 notes, one old guinea, an old crown piece, two old half-
crowns, one old shilling, and two old sixpences. 
   Mr. Bobby, with his wife, left home about two o’clock in the afternoon, to attend chapel, 
about a quarter of a mile distant. On his way, Bobby saw the prisoner Coleman near his 
home. When he returned, about four o'clock, he discovered his house had been broken into 
during his absence, by breaking the parlour window and, on making search, found that the 
money mentioned above, which he had left safe in a chest in his bedroom, had been stolen. 
He immediately gave information at Diss, to the police, who succeeded in apprehending the 
prisoner Coleman the same evening, with the old shilling in his possession. On the following 
day, the prisoner Banham went to Diss, and thence to Pulham, in company with Coleman's 
mother and sister, in search after Coleman. On their way from Pulham to Winfarthing, the 
prisoner told the mother, in presence of her daughter, that he would tell her all about it, if 
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she would not "spout." He then said - "I and Doddle (meaning the prisoner Coleman) got 
the money: and if I could see him, and say two words to him, we should be all right. I wish I 
could put my head on his shoulders." He also showed them an old crown piece. The mother 
said - "If you will put the money altogether, so that Mr. Bobby can find it, I will not say 
anything about it:" and he agreed to do so, but afterwards said "We have got the money, 
and we will stick to it ; I can put on another suit of clothes, and go to London, and get the 
notes changed." On the following day the prisoner Banham was taken into custody. On 
Thursday morning the prisoner Coleman went with Superintendent Witherford and 
policeman Bouttel, to a field near Mr. Bobby's house, and took from the fence a purse 
containing fourteen £5 notes, and gave it to Bouttel, and said - "This is what we got from Mr. 
Bobby's. Banham took the old guinea and five-shilling piece: the other silver I threw into Mr. 
Palmer's pit, which is a very large one." This pit has been emptied, but nothing found, there 
being so much mud. 
   The examination of the witnesses lasted nearly six hours, after which the prisoners were 
fully committed for trial at the next quarter sessions at Norwich. The prisoner Coleman 
pleaded guilty, and stated full particulars of how the robbery was committed. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1862 : Small Farms for sale 
The Ipswich Journal, Saturday, 31 May 1862,·Page 4 

 
DESIRABLE 

SMALL FARMS, 
AT SOUTH LOPHAM, FERSFIELD, AND WINFARTHING, 

AND ELIGIBLE COTTAGE PROPERTY, 
AT NEW BUCKENHAM, NORFOLK. 

MESSRS. ELLIOTT and SONS 
   Have received Instructions from the Executors of the late Mr. JOHN WHARTON, deceased, 
to SELL by AUCTION, at the King's Head Hotel, Diss, on Friday, June 20th, 1862, at 5 o'clock 
p.m., in Lots: 
   A Valuable SMALL FARM, containing 43a. 1r. 4p., with neat Residence and Buildings, 
situate at South Lopham, in the occupation of Mr. John Wharton. 
   A desirable ESTATE, at Fersfield, containing 22a. 2r. 4p., in the occupation of Mr. Joseph 
Everett. 
   A capital SMALL FARM, at Winfarthing, containing 31a. 2r. 21p., occupied by Mr. Solomon 
Marshall; and 
   Eligible COTTAGE PROPERTY, at New Buckenham, in the tenure of John Brown and Luke 
Jessup, with Common Right on New Buckenham Green. 
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   Particulars and Conditions of Sale, with plans, may be obtained in due time of Messrs. 
Hazard, solicitors, Harleston; or the Auctioneers, Thelton. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1862 : Church Missionary Society 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, 23 Sep 1862, Page 8 

 
DISS. 

   Church Missionary Society. - A meeting of the above Society was held in the Corn Hall on 
Wednesday evening last, when the chair was taken by the Rev. C. R.  
   Manning, Rector. The Rev. H. Martin attended as a deputation, and gave a most excellent 
and satisfactory account of the working of the Institution in various parts of the world. The 
Rev. S. W. Bourne, of Winfarthing, and the Rev. R. Cobbold, also addressed the meeting. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1862 : Woodcock’s Wind Pills. 
Central Somerset Gazette, Saturday, 1 Nov 1862,·Page 1 

 
THE GREAT LINCOLNSHIRE MEDICINE. 

PAGE WOODCOCK'S WIND PILLS. 
Twenty Years of Suffering cured by 

Page Woodcock's Wind Pills. 
Copy of a letter from Mr. Thomas Everett, 

Winfarthing, Norfolk, dated June 20, 1861. 
   MR. WOODCOCK. - Dear Sir, I beg to add my testimony to the efficacy of PAUL 
WOODCOCK’S WIND PILLS. My wife had been afflicted for about twenty years with pain in 
the stomach and body: the violent belchings of wind were so dreadful that she might be 
heard all over the house, and indeed her life was almost a misery to her, the pain being so 
great and so frequent. She has sometimes quite wished for death to put an end to her 
sufferings. On three occasions after violent spasms in the stomach, she vomited great deal 
of blood, at one time from three to four pints. She applied to various Medical men, but to 
no purpose. they did her no good. Seeing one of your advertisements I resolved to get her 
to try your celebrated “WIND PILLS." Atter the first dose she obtained a comfortable night's 
rest, and gradually got better. and is now quite well. She has had no return of the bleeding, 
and does not suffer with wind, and eats two or three times as much as she did before. 
Wishing you every success with these invaluable Pills. 

I remain, dear Sir, yours truly. 
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THOMAS EVERETT. 
Witness to the correctness of this letter, T. W. SMITH. 

 

Comments: 
 

 

1862 : Manor Courts. 
The Ipswich Journal, Saturday, 6 Dec 1862, Page 3 

 
MANOR COURTS. 

   THE GENERAL COURTS BARON of the Right Honourable George Thomas Earl of Albemarle, 
for the MANOR OF HEYWOOD, will be held at the Saracen's Head Inn, Diss, on Thursday, the 
11th day of December next, at Eleven o'clock in the Forenoon, and for the MANOR of 
WINFARTHING INSOKEN and OUTSOKEN, will be held at the Fighting Cocks Inn, Winfarthing, 
at One o'clock in the Afternoon of the same day, when and where all Persons concerned are 
required to attend. 

W. M. HAZARD. 
Harleston, 27th Nov., 1862. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1863 : Jeremiah Sparrow, deceased. 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, 6 Jan 1863,·Page 1 

 
MR JEREMIAH SPARROW, Deceased. 

   ALL persons having any claims upon the Estate of JEREMIAH SPARROW, late of 
Winfarthing, in Norfolk, Farmer, deceased, are requested immediately to send particulars 
thereof to George Turner and John Pearson the younger, both of Tibenham, in Norfolk, 
Farmers, the Executors of the will of the deceased or to one of them, or to their Solicitors, 
Messrs. Hotson and Furness, of Long Stratton. And all persons indebted to the said Estate 
are requested forthwith to pay the amount of their respective debts to the said Executors or 
to one of them. 
   Dated the Thirty-first day of December. 1862. 

HOTSON and FURNESS, 
Solicitors for the Executors. 

 

Comments: 
 

 

1863 : Accommodation Land. 
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The Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, 5 May 1863,·Page 4 
 

VALUABLE 
ACCOMMODATION LAND, 

AT WINFARTHING, NORFOLK. 
With Possession at Michaelmas next. 

HENRY WELLS 
   Is favoured with instructions to Sell by Auction, at the King's Head Inn. Diss, on Friday, May 
15th, 1863, at Six o'clock in the Evening, in One Lot, by direction of the Executors of the late 
Mr. JAMES, 
   THOSE Two Inclosures of deep-staple ARABLE LAND, of the most productive description, 
lying in the Parish of Winfarthing, in the County of Norfolk, and abutting on the high road 
leading from Winfarthing to New Buckenham, and on lands of Mr. Goldspink and Mrs. 
Smith, containing together 

6A. 3R. 7P., 
   Now in the occupation of Mrs. Simonds, at £13 per annum. Copyhold of the Manor of 
Insoken and Outsoken in Winfarthing. 
   Particulars and conditions of sale to be obtained a week prior to the sale, at the King's 
Head Inn. Diss; of J. W. King, Esq., Solicitor, Walsham-le-Willows; and at the Auctioneer’s 
Offices, Eye and Occold. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1863 : Hart/Filby marriage 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, 13 Oct 1863, Page 7 

 
Marriages. 

   On the 6th inst., at Winfarthing, Mr. Samuel Hart, farmer, to Ruth, widow of the late Mr. 
Edmund Filby, farmer, of that parish. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1864 : Death of William Richard Palmer. 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, 5 Jan 1864, Page 6 

 
DIED. 

   On the 2nd inst., at Winfarthing, Mr. Wm. Richard Palmer, of Besthorpe. 
 

Comments: 
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1864 : Death of Elixabeth Pritty. 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, 22 Mar 1864, Page 5 

 
DIED. 

   On the 16th inst., at Bressingham, aged 76, Elizabeth, widow of Mr. John Pritty, 
Winfarthing, Norfolk, and sister to Mr. Thomas Chapman, St. John's-street, in this town. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1864 : Capture of a Thief. 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, 10 May 1864, Page 8 

 
   Capture of a Thief. - On Friday afternoon (the 29th ult.) Thomas Love, of New Buckenham, 
a pensioner who travels the country with a donkey and cart, under the pretence of dealing 
in marine stores, called at the Rampant Horse inn, at Diss Heywood, and was served with 
some beer. As soon as he had left the house, Mr. Robert Browne, the landlord, missed a 
tumbler from the table in his tap-room, and at once suspected Love. He therefore followed 
him, and on overtaking him Love emphatically declared his innocence, but Mr. Browne, on 
searching the cart, found the stolen property. He at once took Love back to the Rampant 
Horse, and sent for a policeman, who took Love into custody, and conveyed him before the 
Rev. C. R. Manning, who remanded him till Wednesday last. In his coat pocket was found a 
brass candlestick, which he said he had bought the same morning at Attleborough, but the 
police ascertained that it had been stolen the same morning from Winfarthing Fighting 
Cocks, at which place the prisoner called on his way from Buckenham to Diss. On 
Wednesday he was again brought up at Diss before the Rev. H. T. Frere and Dr. Curteis, when 
he pleaded guilty to both charges, and was sentenced to twenty-one days hard labour for 
each offence. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1864 : Insurance Funeral Society. 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, 20 Sep 1864, Page 7 

 
   INSURANCE FUNERAL SOCIETY. - The third anniversary meeting of the above Society was 
held in a large booth, erected contiguous to the Denmark Arms Inn, on Tuesday last. The 
Rev. R. C. Manning, Rector, presided, supported by the Rev. R. Cobbold, of Wortham; the 
Rev. C. R. Elrington, Roydon; the Rev. S. W. Browne, Winfarthing; H. W. Aldrich, Esq., and 
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other friends. Nearly 250 sat down to tea, provided by Host Ward in his usual liberal style, 
and after tea, the Chairman introduced the object of the gathering to the meeting, and was 
followed by the Rev. C. R. Elrington, and the Rev. R. Cobbold. The Chairman then called upon 
the Secretary, Mr. Dove, to read the report, from which it appears there are 700 members, 
110l. has. been paid during the past year to the representatives of eleven members 
deceased and 130l. has been collected from the members during the year, including 
entrance fees, the Society being in a prosperous condition, financially as well as numerically. 
The Rector vacated the chair at an early part of the evening, when Mr. Knevett was elected, 
and pipes, tobacco, and refreshments were brought in, with which they enjoyed themselves 
for an hour or so. Song and toast followed each other in succession, and a very agreeable 
evening was spent. 
 

Comments: 
 

 

1864 : Drunkenness. 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, 29 Nov 1864, Page 8 

 
DISS. 

PETTY SESSIONS. 
   DRUNKENNESS. - Robert Fulcher, labourer, Tibenham, was charged by Robert Drivers, 
parish constable, of Winfarthing, with being drunk and riotous at Winfarthing on the 6th 
inst., and was fined 5s., and costs 19s. 
 

Comments: 
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1865 : Disputed liability 
The Ipswich Journal, Saturday, 14 Oct 1865, Page 3 

 
DISS COUNTY COURT, 

Monday, October 9 
(Before John Worlledge. Esq., Judge.) 

DISPUTED LIABILITY. 
   Banham v. Bonnie. - This was an action brought by the plaintiff, a builder, at Winfarthing, 
to recover from the defendant, a gentleman of independent means, residing at Babergh 
Hall, near Sudbury, the sum of £50 for work done and materials used for the same, provided 
in the alteration and repairs of a cottage, the property of the defendant, situated at 
Winfarthing. The plaintiff's demand consisted of two parts; and he abandoned 18s. 9d., the 
excess over the £50, to bring it within the jurisdiction of this Court. 
   The circumstances out of which this case arose were very melancholy. The defendant's 
son was for many years the curate of Winfarthing, and in the early part of this year, while 
employed in the faithful discharge of his ministerial duties in visiting the sick, he caught 
small-pox of a very virulent nature, of which he died, leaving a widow end several children 
almost totally unprovided for. After her husband's death the poor widow wished to remain 
at Winfarthing, and, although somewhat against the defendant's wishes, it was arranged 
that certain alterations should be made in the cottage referred to, which is the defendant's 
property, to fit it for his daughter-in-law's residence. Mrs. Bourne, the widow, accordingly 
applied to a plumber and glazier, named Foyster, to make an estimate for certain work in his 
line to be done at the cottage, and to get Banham, the plaintive, to make an estimate for 
certain bricklayers’ and carpenters' work, also to be done at the cottage; and Mrs. Bourne, 
Foyster, and Banham went over the cottage together, and the work required was pointed 
out and the estimates made, and Foyster took both his own and the plaintiff's estimate to 
the Rectory, where Mrs. Bourne was then living, and delivered the estimate to her in the 
presence of the defendant and his daughter, when defendant said he would take them and 
look them over, which he did. This took place in February last, and shortly afterwards Mrs. 
Bourne directed Banham and Foyster to set to work, which they did, but nothing was 
expressly said as to who was to pay for it. Various other work beyond that included in the 
plaintiff's estimate, was done in and about the cottage, by Mrs. Bourne's orders, Mr. Bourne 
living at a distance, and being seldom present on the premises. In three instances Mr. 
Bourne interfered, and gave orders for certain work to be done. After the bill was made out, 
the plaintiff offered it to defendant, but he refused to take it, and utterly repudiated all 
liability to the plaintiff for any part of the work, and the defence at the trial was, at first, that 
the poor widow was liable for the whole, and that the whole was done by her order, and 
upon her credit; but the defendant, who conducted his own case, in the course of it, 
admitted that he was liable for what was included in the original estimate for £16 2s. 4d., 
and also for that which in the course of the work, he personally gave orders for. Mrs. 
Bourne, the widow, was also examined, and she said that she had the defendant's 
permission to have all done that she wished, but that she considered herself personally 
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responsible for all the work; but when asked from what source she expected to be able to 
pay the bills, she said she hoped her friends would help her. 
   His Honour said : I wonder at the defendant attempting by such evidence to shift the 
burden from his own shoulders to those of the destitute widow, but it will not avail him, for, 
considering that he is the owner of the cottage, I am of opinion that by his conduct with 
reference to, and by admitting his liability for what was intended in the original estimate, 
and by interfering as he did in the course of the work, he held himself out as being 
responsible. I, therefore, decide the case in the plaintiff's favour; and as no evidence was 
called for the defence to show that the demand is exorbitant, I give judgment for the 
plaintiff for the full amount claimed, with costs. 
 

Comments: 
 

 
 
 
 

1866 : Removing livestock 
The Ipswich Journal, Saturday, 28 Jul 1866, Page 8 

 
NORFOLK. 

   At the Diss Petty Sessions, on Wednesday last, before G. E. Frere, Esq. (chairman), Rev. H. 
T. Frere, and Dr. Curteis, Samuel Hart, farmer, Winfarthing, was fined 1s. and 12s. 6d. costs, 
for removing six cows, one heifer, and one bull, from one occupation to another, in 
Winfarthing, on the 15th July, without a license. Defendant said he was very busy, and quite 
forgot to obtain a license. 
 

Comments: 
 

 
 
 
 

1867 : Church Farm, Winfarthing 
The Bury and Norwich Post, Tuesday, 18 Jun 1867, Page 8 

 
WIN FARTHING, SHELFANGER, AND BESTHORPE. 

   MESSRS. BUTCHER have the honour to announce that they are commissioned to Sell by 
Auction, at the Crown Inn. Diss, on Friday, June 21st, 1867, at Three o'clock, in Nine Lots, 
The CHURCH FARM, at WINFARTHING, near Diss, comprising a pleasantly situated Farm 
House, next the Street, with Farm Premises, and 
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99A. 3R. 21P. 
   Of Excellent Arable and Pasture LAND, in Winfarthing and Shelfanger, in the occupation of 
Mrs. Humphrey, who quits the same at Michaelmas next. 
 

Comments: 
 

 
 
 
 

1871 : Keppel/Fardell marriage 
The Ipswich Journal, Tuesday, 2 May 1871, Page 2 

 
BANHAM. 

   MARRIAGE FESTIVITIES.-This usually quiet village was on Thursday last the scene of an 
interesting excitement, in consequence of the celebration of the marriage of Miss Alice 
Lydia Fardell, third daughter of the Rev. J. G. Fardell, rector of the parish, with the Rev. Ellice 
Keppel, rector of the parish of Winfarthing. By a very early hour some of the parishioners, to 
show their high appreciation of a young lady who is beloved by all who know her. had 
erected a floral arch across the road leading from the Rectory to the Church gates, having 
on the East face the motto, "God bless the happy pair!” and on the West, "May health and 
happiness attend you!" whilst across the Church gates was suspended a wreath in the shape 
of a monogram, forming the initials of the bride and bridegroom. A white flag floated from 
the Church spire, the bells rang out their merry peals, all indicating the nature of the day’s 
festivities. By half-past ten the Church was filled to overflowing, and soon after eleven all 
the invited guests having arrived, the bridegroom, accompanied by his "best man," took his 
place before the altar, supported by five groomsmen, grouped on either side; ten 
bridesmaids at the same time ranged themselves, and upon the arrival of the bride, 
escorted by her father, she was received by the clergy, who led the procession up the aisle, 
followed by the bridesmaids, two and two, and the whole effect was most pleasing. The 
ceremony was performed by the Ven. Archdeacon Hopper, assisted by the Rev. C. R. 
Manning, rector of Diss, and the Rev. Temple Frere, rector of Burston. The service was semi-
choral, and before the final exhortation, the Anthem from the 133rd Psalm was sung by the 
Ban-ham choir. Upon leaving the Church the wedding party passed through a double row of 
schoolchildren, who bestrewed the path with wild flowers. The children then repaired to 
the Rectory grounds, and having been supplied with refreshments and giving three hearty 
cheers, they bade their friends and teachers farewell. The breakfast was laid out in a 
spacious marquee, upon the lawn, and was of the most recherche description. The bridal 
gifts were numerous, and some of them very costly, presented by the members of both 
families. A silver salver was given io the bridegroom, by the parishioners of his parish, on 
which was engraved "Presented by the parishioners of Winfarthing, to the Rev. Ellice 
Keppel, on the occasion of his marriage, with even kind wish for his future happiness and 
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prosperity, April 27th, 1871."A gilt inkstand was also given by the Winfarthing school 
children, and a handsome silver cruet stand, by the boys of the Banham upper School. Many 
other gifts were also given to the bride by ladies of the parish. Upwards of seventy guests 
accepted invitations to be present at the sumptuous breakfast, and the whole day passed 
off with proverbial pleasantness "merry as marriage bells." 
 

Comments: 
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